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The Charleston Library Conference is an inclusive, 

professional conference. We respect free speech and invite 

diverse perspectives and opinions. All participants are 

expected to treat others with respect and consideration, 

keeping the conference environment free of discrimination 

or harassment, maintaining professional and ethical conduct 

at all times. Visit our website to read the full text.

Code of Conduct



Please do the following to allow all attendees to fully participate in this 

session:

• All speakers should use microphones.

• Speakers and participants should identify themselves by name and affiliation 

during the presentation and Q&A. 

• Speakers should repeat/rephrase all questions into microphones before 

answering them. 

Help us make sure this session is accessible!



Public Health’s mission is to “fulfill 

society’s interest in assuring conditions in 

which people can be healthy [and well]”
-Institute of Medicine 

(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK218215/)

The health care industry treats people who 

are sick…

Public health aims to prevent people from 

getting sick or injured in the first 

place…entire populations, while health care 

focuses on individual patients.

-APHA  (https://www.apha.org/what-is-public-health)

What is Public Health?



Trusted Together: Libraries, Publishers, and Other Stakeholders in the Future of

Public Health Information (25th Health Sciences Lively Discussion)

“Developments”: Interesting and noteworthy trends 

since the 2024 Charleston Conference +
(a sampling)

Compiled by: Ramune K. Kubilius

Collection Development / Special Projects Librarian, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine,

Galter Health Sciences Library & Learning Center

_______________________________________________________________________________

+ The “Developments” handout includes links to information sites: https://doi.org/10.18131/wc3a9-jr079

Themes: #1-24

24- Clinical Information Provision…

23- The Fun is Just Beginning…

22- Down Long Wiggled Roads

21- Navigating the Road Ahead

20- Where Have We Been and Where 

are We Going?

19- Down the Rabbit Hole We Go 

Again

18- On the Winds of Change

17- Where Are We? Proving Info for 

the Clinical Enterprise

16- Rolling with Purpose

15- When You Come to a Fork in the 

Road, Take It

14- Collecting & Acquiring in 

Earnest

13- A Guided Tour of Issues and 

Trends

12- Point of Care Tools and 

Libraries

11- eBooks in Health Sciences

10- On the Front Lines of Health 

Sciences

9- Transformational Change

8- eBook Intelligence

7-Issues & Trends in Society & 

Scholarly Publishing

6-Making the Commitment to OA

5-Things Are Seldom What They 

Seem

4-Serials and Other Matters

3-The Game, the Rules of the 

Game…

2-A Few Bites (Bytes) into E-Bk…

1-Roundtable [discussion]

anniversaries

discontinuations

features

fees

mandates

mergers

models

pilots

products

publishers

NEW CHANGED

CEASED

MERGED NOTEWORTHY

INCREASED

DECREASED

Slide deck: https://prism.northwestern.edu > Communities

https://doi.org/10.18131/wc3a9-jr079
https://doi.org/10.18131/wc3a9-jr079
https://doi.org/10.18131/wc3a9-jr079
http://www.galter.northwestern.edu/
https://prism.northwestern.edu/


MLA PH / HA
50 years 2024/2025

member survey:

CE courses or initiatives we should 

do within the next five years?
(Source: MLANet, PH/HA Caucus Celebrates 

50 Years - MLA)

-survey of PH librarians

-a shop talk on public health 

librarianship

- explore public health librarians’ 

roles as interprofessional team 

members

-place Sewell [travel award] 

reports into an appropriate 

repository

-misinformation/disinformation

-infodemiology: mis/dis 

information w/ public librarians

-intersections between data 

services and public health

-publish a search hedge for public 

health

-highlight the Healthy People 

2030 project (structured evidence 

queries)- https://tinyurl.com/4t96kw57

-connect with APHA leadership to 

offer support

-develop resources around grey lit 

searching

-new/ evolving PH resources

-Public health is for all med / 

health sci librarians

PROFESSIONAL 

ASSOCIATIONS
include:

-American College of Public Health

(ACPH)

-American Public Health Association

(APHA)

-Association of Schools of Public Health

(ASPH)

-Council on Education for Public Health

(CEPH)

-Medical Library Association- Public 

Health / Health Administration Caucus

-Society for Public Health 

Education (SOPHE)

>other

THE PUBLIC 

HEALTH

LANDSCAPE-
a variety of:

-sectors

-disciplines

-information products

-information producers

& disseminators

Recent Announcements

- APHA:  change in institutional availability of its 

journals (effective 2026)

- NEJM and a public health group (Center for 
Infectious Disease Research and Policy) are 

launching a rival / alternative to MMWR

Roles of / impact on 

libraries? librarians? 

publishers?

practitioners?

others?

Resources

DCT (Doody Core Titles) 2025

Public Health

35 titles total

-3 APHA

-2 OA 

(National Academies Press)

-others: university presses & 

commercial publishers

Census of Public Health Librarianship within the 

United States 

Poster presented at MLA ‘25 by Shenita Peterson (Emory 

University) & other authors from MLA’s PH/HA Caucus *

215 PH accredited institutions; 82 survey responses (to April 

2025)- 10% have MPH (35% some public health education); 

jobs: instruction, SRs, collection development, scholarly 

communication, curric development, data mgmt, & more… 

Discovery, Preservation…

- DiscoveryGov

- NLM Dataset Catalog

- Government Information Tracker

- Policy Commons 2025 Open Collection

* Acknowledgement: Thanks to Medical Library Association (MLA) ‘25 PH / HA poster authors, Shenita 

Peterson, Carrie Baldwin-SoRelle, Jean McClelland, Yolanda Strayhorn, for giving permission to share 

preliminary survey findings.  Poster abstract: 

https://tinyurl.com/abv4nu2h

Trusted Together: Libraries, Publishers, and Other Stakeholders in the Future of

Public Health Information (25th Health Sciences Lively Discussion)

Ramune K. Kubilius

Collection Development / Special Projects Librarian, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine,

Galter Health Sciences Library & Learning Center

Public health / public health information- silos? islands? bridges? 

https://www.mlanet.org/article/ph-ha-caucus-celebrates-50-years/
https://www.mlanet.org/article/ph-ha-caucus-celebrates-50-years/
https://www.mlanet.org/article/ph-ha-caucus-celebrates-50-years/
https://www.mlanet.org/article/ph-ha-caucus-celebrates-50-years/
https://tinyurl.com/4t96kw57


The Public Health Digital Library

And Its Public Health Departments

Javier Crespo-1 



Public Health Digital Library

8

325+ journals

90+ books

Systematic reviews

Data mapping tool  

Global health database

Laboratory methods

Javier Crespo- 2



Who are we? ..huh?

NIH

NLM

NNLM

NPHC
O

National Institutes of Health

Nation’s research agency

27 institutes and offices 

National Library of Medicine

World’s largest biomedical library

Network of the National 

Library of Medicine

Program of the NLM comprised of 7 

Regional Libraries (RMLs) and 3 

offices 

Public Health Coordination Office

Public Health Digital Library

Javier Crespo- 3



PHDL 
Timeline

10

Access Year Milestones

2011 – 2015 Precursor: funding for ILL requests for New England PHDs

2010 early talks with NLM to support licensed resources as part of NNLM mission

2011-2015: very small collection initiated for 9 PHDs growing yearly in number of PHDs and size 
of collection
• 18 PHDs/<30 titles

PHDL was static local web pages; freely available 
2016-2017 2015 NNLM Funding included NPHCO to administer fee-based PHDL 

• 16 demonstration PHDs joined along with 5 new PHDs

2018-2020 Hybrid: Local page with remote updates using JSON coding
• 7 PHDs joining

2020-2022 (2020) Centrally managed PHDL site with remote login capability:  SaaS tool TDNet & Open 
Athens 

Local Health Departments offered access; state PHDs supported LHD for all 
counties/municipalities
• 10 PHD entities joining: WA & CO SWLHDA

2023-2025 Associations & other entities invited to join:  ASTHO, NNPHI:  staff PHDL support…not available 
to members
• 9 PH entities joining 

Javier Crespo -4



PHDL Participants

District of Columbia 

Fairfax, Kentucky, Kentucky 

LHDs Maryland, Mecklenburg 

Cty. 

North Carolina, Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia, Virginia

West Virginia

Alabama 
Tennessee,
South Carolina

Kansas
Louisiana Nebraska, 
Texas, Brownsville

Alaska

CA DHCS, 

San Francisco

Hawaii 

Clackamas OR 

Washington OR 

Washington State

Washington 

LHDs

Arizona

Arizona LHDs 

Colorado 

New Mexico

Utah

Colorado LHDs

Wisconsin

Boston, 

Connecticut, 

Maine

Massachusetts  

Mass. HPC

New 

Hampshire 

Rhode Island 

Vermont
ASTHO

Javier Crespo- 5



Facilitating Collaborations:  PHDL Partner Libraries

Javier Crespo- 6



Collection Notes

13

Top 15 PHDL Journals, current 

12 months

Health Affairs 8,294

Nature 8,166

Scientific Reports 6,050

New England Journal of Medicine 4,837

American Journal of Public Health 4,084

Annals of Internal Medicine 3,889

The Journal of Wildlife Management 3,381

Journal of Forensic Sciences 3,084

Nature Communications 3,021

Am Jnl of Respiratory & Critical Care 

Medicine 2,145

Jnl of Public Health Management & 

Practice 1,946

N Am Jnl of Fisheries Management 1,911

Addiction 1,869

Obstetrics & Gynecology 1,696

Infection Control & Hospital 

Epidemiology 1,694

Title Migration—titles move from one vendor to 
another

Molecular & Cellular Biology from ASM to T&F

Antisepsis & Sterilization and Clinical 
Microbiology Procedures discontinued from 
STATRef

AORN eGuidelines from STATRef to AORN

2026 AJPH from APHA to EBSCO exclusively

Javier Crespo- 7



PHDL Collection Decisions

14

Top 15 PHDL 

Journals

Health Affairs 8,294

Nature 8,166

Scientific Reports 6,050

New England Journal of Medicine 4,837

American Journal of Public Health 4,084

Annals of Internal Medicine 3,889

The Journal of Wildlife Management 3,381

Journal of Forensic Sciences 3,084

Nature Communications 3,021

Am Jnl of Respiratory & Critical Care 

Medicine 2,145

Jnl of Public Health Management & 

Practice 1,946

N Am Jnl of Fisheries Management 1,911

Addiction 1,869

Obstetrics & Gynecology 1,696

Infection Control & Hospital 

Epidemiology 1,694

Public Health Domains

Communicable Disease 

Chronic Disease & Injury Prevention

Environmental Health

Maternal Child & Family Health 

Healthcare Utilization:  

Access/Cost/Quality

Food Safety

Licensing and Facility Regulation

Javier Crespo- 8



Recently Requested Titles
Harvard Business Review

Statistical Disclosure Control

Breastfeeding: A guide for the medical profession

Certified Six Sigma Yellow Belt Handbook

Small Area Estimation

Internet, Phone, Mail, and Mixed-Mode Surveys…

Hand Hygiene Compliance

Governing for Health: advancing health equity through policy 

advocacy

Standard Methods For the Examination of Water and Wastewater

Standard Methods for the Examination of Dairy Products

Diagnosaurus

Journal of Agromedicine

Rabies: Scientific Basis of the Disease and Its Management

The Microscope Journal

Building Strategic Skills for Better Health: a primer for public 

health professionals

American Journal of Industrial Medicine

Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation 

Guidelines

Infusion Therapy Practice Standards

Managing Infectious Diseases in Child Care and Schools

Accident Analysis and Prevention

Guidelines for Design and Construction in Hospitals, 

Guidelines for Design and Construction for Outpatient 

Settings,

Guidelines for Design and Construction of Residential Health, 

Care, and Support Facilities
Javier Crespo -9



Why do departments join (& remain in) the 
PHDL

Strengthen their department’s accreditation with the Public Health Accreditation Board as 

demonstrating support for evidence-based practice 

Demonstrate commitment to workforce preparedness to CDC which funds Public Health 

Infrastructure Grants and before that Block Grant funding to support readiness 

Provide support to their professional workforce

Realize the limitations of individual 

•Subscriptions to one or two journals and resources

•Affiliations with a School of Public Health from which they might have access to the school’s 

or university’s library resources

Foundational Public Health Services workgroups involving state, local, tribal partners urged 

the state’s HD to fund PHDL statewide to LHDs and tribal health councils

Reliance on credible information resources in a time many outlets are less reliant on existing 

evidence despite strongly espousing unsupported intervention modes

We responded to a flurry of instruction requests earlier this year
Javier Crespo- 10



Use Cases
Reports of using the PHDL to research COVID-19-related practices and interventions 

Policy-building research around PFAS/forever chemicals…New Hampshire on the vanguard

Study teams observed or contacted us about heavy use of the PHDL especially our document delivery service 

Inform grant writing, develop research, program evaluation. 

Using available textbooks to create training and education material

Journals/Reading clubs formed at two health departments 

Preparing Health Impact Reviews for proposed legislation…”I often use our Health Impact Reviews to support local 

policy development”

“With PHDL access, we at the local level were able to access cited source and use same methodology to conduct 

our own research to inform local health boards and other county policy makers”

“Used Policy Map to get data on health care access in our county”

“Individual users are eager to explore the tool and surprised how easy it is to request articles from our library 

partner…”
Javier Crespo- 11



In times of uncertainty

Departments are asked to commit and pay annually for the PHDL; 

continuation is not always certain

Future support of public health is uncertain; current funding streams 

will expire in a few years

•Some departments do not continue in the program

•Some departments leave the program and return…internal demand

NPHCO is tied to the Network of the National Library of Medicine

• NNLM itself is mandated through legislation though NPHCO is not

• Next 5-year funding cycle is delayed

Javier Crespo- 12



SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS: HOW LONG 

TO YOU SPEND SEARCHING FOR 

GREY LITERATURE?

Or

SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS: WHY IS GREY 
LITERATURE SUCH A HEADACHE?

Toby Green- 1



I’m sure you’re all familiar with PRISMA

PRISMA stands for Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses

I.e. all the formally 

published stuff 

(easy to find, well-

organized and preserved)

= Totally Zen

I.e. all the other stuff 

(really hard to find, messy 

and at risk)

= Massive Headache

Toby Green- 2



What’s triggering the headache?

. . . Grey stuff

Term Defining aspect Examples

Grey literature Not controlled by 

commercial publishing 

organisations

Internal reports, 

Working papers, 

Newsletters

Grey data User-generated, web-based Tweets, Blogs, 

Facebook status 

updates

Grey 

information

Informally published or not 

published at all

Meeting notes, Emails, 

Personal memories

Table 1 Defining aspects and examples of ‘grey literature’, ‘grey data’, and ‘grey information’ from Adams, J., Hillier-

Brown, F.C., Moore, H.J. et al. Searching and synthesising ‘grey literature’ and ‘grey information’ in public health: critical 

reflections on three case studies. Syst Rev 5, 164 (2016). https://doi.org/10.1186/s13643-016-0337-y
Toby Green- 3



And then, just to make it worse . . . 

Data management . . .  

“In all three reviews, we found data management to be challenging. 

Technology now allows fairly straightforward integration of academic 

databases and reference management software— which facilitate 

information organisation and record keeping.

Such workflows are not well

developed for grey literature and

information.”

Adams, J., Hillier-Brown, F.C., Moore, H.J. et al. Searching and 

synthesising ‘grey literature’ and ‘grey information’ in public 

health: critical reflections on three case studies. Syst Rev 5, 164 

(2016). https://doi.org/10.1186/s13643-016-0337-y

Toby Green- 4



If only all the stuff on the right could be moved to 

the left . . . 

Toby Green-5



But with so much stuff to move it’s enough to 

drive you to drink

Neat & Tidy 

Database 

compatible with 

reference 

managers

n

Toby Green- 6



Speaking of which . . .

Toby Green- 7



Toby Green- 8



Toby Green- 9



Toby Green- 10



Toby Green- 11



Toby Green- 12



Toby Green- 13



Toby Green- 14



Toby Green- 15



Toby Green- 16



Toby Green- 17



Toby Green- 18



Toby Green- 19



Toby Green- 20



Toby Green- 21



Now, how long would it take to find, capture 

and shoehorn all these items into 

a reference 

management 

system?

Toby Green- 22



n
To help, at Coherent, we’ve 

developed the tools to 

make all that possible  

. . . at ‘n’ scale 

Neat & Tidy 

#RealWorldInformation 

compatible with 

reference managers

Toby Green- 23



n

Neat & Tidy 

#RealWorldInformation 

compatible with 

reference managers

And if you need help with

Systematic Reviews, 

do give us a call

Ps. all the #RealWorldInformation in this presentation is available here: 

https://policycommons.net/lists/28172/charleston-25th-health-discussion/

Toby Green- 24
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Contact information

Panelists 

● Toby Green- toby.green@coherentdigital.net / Coherent Digital LLC, Policy Commons, Publisher 

● Javier Crespo- Javier.Crespo@umassmed.edu / Network of the National Library of Medicine, Public Health 
Coordination Office, Manager

● Ramune K. Kubilius- r-kubilius@northwestern.edu / Northwestern University, Galter Health Sciences Library 
& Learning Center, Collection Development / Special Projects Librarian, also: compiler of “Developments” 
trends handout

● Gwen Evans – https://www.linkedin.com/in/gwenevans / independent consultant, moderator

Session planning group also included:
● Montie’ Dobbins- montie.dobbins@lsuhs.edu (LSU Health Shreveport)
● Elaine Hicks- erhicks15@gmail.com (Children’s Wisconsin - Medical College of Wisconsin)
● Kim Steinle- KSteinle@projecthope.org (Health Affairs)
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