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2022: CAMA’s 20th

anniversary year

CAMA is an informal, open 

membership group of archivists, 

librarians, healthcare professionals, 

and others interested in Chicago 

area medical history

Activities: local projects, curation, 

preparing exhibits, research & 

assistance to researchers, 

networking, sharing, presenting...

https://doi.org/10.18131/g3-zx67-cx41 


Elements of CAMA’s successes  & 
reasons for its longevity?

Over the years, some ideas didn’t come to fruition, but it 
helps to have had:

• Common purpose; inter-connectivity among 
participants or their institutions

• Geographically focused scope of topical interest

• Informal structure 

• Adaptability & flexibility

• An easy-to-use venue for communication 

• Events, projects, initiatives, information, research & 
resources support

• Various roles & possibilities for participation-

group convener, list moderator, project 
initiator/coordinator, meeting site host, presenter, sharer-
expertise, leads, resources... 

CAMA is constantly transforming and evolving. 

It may be a resource & / or a model for others?

Listserv (sampling)
• Foreign researcher : Where are the Cook County 

Hospital archives... 

• Genealogist from Danville Illinois: Point me toward 

any databases of nursing schools

• Physician from Arkansas: Need photos & early 

history of the surgical mask at Northwestern 

(Memorial Hospital) and other Chicago hospitals.

• Last week, the Rush Archives was featured on a 

brief segment on NBC5 on Women in Medicine for 

Women's History Month! 

Symposia topics (sampling)
• A History of Anatomy Education at Rush Medical 

College

• ...A Hospital’s Survival After the Chicago Fire

• 90 Years of the American Academy of Pediatrics

• Water in Chicago: A Historic Look at Waterborne 

Illnesses

• From Ward to War: Northwestern During WWII



Chicago Collections Consortium LibGuide: 
Chicago Medical History

The place to discover the history 

and culture of Chicago

ECC | Discover the History and Culture of 
Chicago (chicagocollections.org)

CAMA members spotlight their institutions’ 

digitized holdings, exhibits, information 

sources, and more... This guide focuses on medical history collections in the 

Chicago Collections Consortium & held by CAMA members.

https://explore.chicagocollections.org/


CAMA 

Active participants include:
archivists, librarians, medical 

historians, independent researchers, 
medical school faculty & students...

-American Academy of Pediatrics
-Northwestern Memorial Hospital

-Northwestern University Galter Health 
Sciences Library & Learning Center

-Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and 
Science

-Rush University Medical Center Archives
-University of Chicago

-University of Illinois Chicago
-Wood Library-Museum of Anesthesiology

...

This presentation:

https://doi.org/10.18131/g3-g90t-4286

Chicago Area Medical Archivists 

Information in CAA site:

http://www.chicagoarchivists.org/CAMA

Listserv: chicagomedicalarchivists@gmail.com

Fall 2022 Medical History Symposium: TBD

Questions?

• Megan Keller Young <megank@uic.edu>

• Ramune Kubilius <r-kubilius@northwestern.edu>

• Nathalie Wheaton <Nathalie_Wheaton@rush.edu>
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