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At too concluai.on of pJ..,cing the sut ""e 
th0 ourgoon e1-asps the lor..g ond of the c tgut 
at x Dith tho thU!lb and :'l.:ndax finger of ths loft 
band end briekly pullo tho needle uith the 
needly holder free of the rotgut uith th~right 
hand . The short ond (:.l inches) ellews the catgut 
to olip oocily out or the needle . Grasping tho 
catt.JUt at x during this proceso prea0nts tension -
and tratma to tho tissues at y while tho noodle 
:to being jerked troc o 

.3 . Under no circur:?Stancos should 'the short ond 
o. . Bo wound around tho long ond 
b., JJw should it e uouncl around the . noedl.o holdo:. .. .. 

If either of tho ln~tor are don, the needle uill snag uhon an attanpt is 
me.dot~ pull it freo., 

Fig , ,, 
sid vioo • Grasp needle trl th holde2> 1/8 inch from eye of needle 

(Fie. 1.). , 
'bo Long ex.is of jaus ot holder should be at ribht angle 

to long a:ds of noedlo (Fig. 2 o) unloss oth~so ro= 
quootoo. Ocoassionally during placing of outurcs in 
deep r.,ockots ~ operator rtl.ll request that naedlo be 
ooctonded f OJ."'t'mro, as :ln Fig w 3 • 

Uoually, honover~ ho mll axtem the 
Fie;, 3. noodle t'ozv-a.rd himself' to tha o o~ 

anglG a..f'ter the holder has been 
prcsontoo to him by the nv..rse., 

o .. The need.lo should be gra.spad closo to the tip of t!10 
jaws of ·Mio holder (Fig., 1 . ruri 2, ) . 

'- 5. Arter tho suturo has oon pl.acoo. snd freed f'ron tho noodle 9 the noodle is 
1 .. oturnca to tho nurse fimly (JH'.Spod in the jans or the holder= never 
se r",xtely. In roomrirc tho needle tron t½c tissues., the ope- ator fro ... 
quently graops it in a different position .from thtlt used in penetrat:l~g tha 
tiosuao o IiPPGP nf'tgr ;:0throoding ·j;ho nogdlo too 1HtP9 pho;il,,q ~'WAYP !'.ld ·i tf)t 
it, in tho n .. opor poa;ltign boforg aooin r,rgQcnt1ng it to the sure2,on~ 
T tlo ... s vei,i inoorte.nto 



6 .. Do not mi t until tho surfjcon is ready to place the next sutm·o afore 
tb.rwding the noodle o !Jo al't"lpm:1 o o i;;top ahood of ~Jl. 1 n a long rot1 o.f 
6 to 20 or noro intorl."llpted su-'c,Ul'"OO aro to bo .placoo., havo 6 to 12 ~oedloo 
already t r dErl 1i th the :P,"opci- co:tgut .. Tbiu rr+LU save much tL.o. 

7 . Ple.co 'tho noodl holder in tho opera.tors h..<100 u-1 th t o occU.9 pointed :tn · 
tho }roper d:b.•cctJon £or suturing so t t ho doo not l :ve to tm'n tho 
holder in bio luJ.M C-OX"e } C do SO e 


