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MOVEMENT DISORDERS

PATIENT PERCEPTION OF TICS

The subjective perception of abnormal movements was determined in
170 patients with various hyperkinesias at the Movement Disorders
Clinie, Toronto Western Hospital, Toronto, Ontario. 102 of 110 pa-
tients with nontic disorders thought that the abnormal movements were
entirely involuntary whereas 41 of 60 tic disorder patients stated that
all of their motor and phonic tics were intentional or voluntary. A
"voluntary response" could be used to predict the correct diagnostic
category (tic versus nontic) in 8 of 9 patients for whom the initial
diagnosis was incorrect. A large proportion of the motor and phonic
symptoms experienced by tic patients are irresistably, but purposefully
executed and resemble compulsions rather than involuntary hyperkine-
sias. (Lang A. Patient perception of tics and other movement disorders.
Neurolog Feb 1991; 2:223—228)

OOMMENT:  This recategorization of tics as intentional and
purposeful actions is similar to that of compulsions which may be
linked genetically.

DYSTONIA AND PARTIAL CYTOCHROME B DEFICIENCY:

An 18 year old female with idiopathic torsion dystonia associated
with mitochondrial encephalomycpathy is reported from the Departments
of Neurology, Pediatrics and Biochemistry, Wayne State University
School of Medicine, Detroit, Michigan. At the age of 23 she developed
weakness and disuse of the right leg with a febrile illness. Within
one week the weakness extended to the right upper limb. During the
next six months she developed progressive dysarthria and dystonia of
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