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18 February 1945

February 15, 1943, 2 tae
beginning of the fourih rear eince
the activation of the 12Eh Gener
Hospital for ¥orld et R e
occasion was ce vﬁ;dtwd by open,
house at the EnLlﬁvﬁd ien'ts Civd,
The officers sponsored ra parsy

which was attended by the command..
ing and executive officers and the
chief nurses of the other hosp-
itals in this area,

—y

FOR YOUR CONSTDEF ERATION
(an tetvrlal)

Morale is the most -abused term
of the war, We hear about morale
for the flghulﬂﬁ tYOﬁn~”7 norale
for the hone ront We never
hear of “mordle for the base sec-
‘tort, 3

We in the rear areas do not suf-

fer the dangers of those up front;

we do not enurs the herdships, W2
however, do nol superience the e-
motional surge thai comes with vie
Yorious combat, Tas men who fights
hag <he toughest job dbut he é&liso
has Tthe best mezag of giving vea’
to' hiy fesiinys He worisg then

off during battie, Bebween times,
he swaggers  and censidars &t hig
prervcgabive to sbagger dowm  the
Strﬁe% Coguac bashlie 18 hand, com-
ple?e 3 zeg'!  ag the nativ
sam L he T%afﬁ the btaﬂP art

A

ighhy to ﬁo turq: tnlnon, It mej

be the insignia of one or another

infantry armored divistion, or

the wiangs of. the Lir Worce, it may

be the Expert [ufantryman's Badge,

or the ribbons of the flyer, We
(con't on page 83
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REVIEED ROTATION

REGIT.REVENT S

RELEASED \

The following changes in rota-
tion eligibility have just Deen
received and are being publlshed
for your informationt /

Personnel to be rotated will
cesrected upon consideration of
eriteria of eligib-

be

1litys (1) Conduct record, (2) Na-
turs of duty pecformed, . (3) Phys-

condition, (4) Length of

i continuous overseas service,

The following are not to be ro-

D tated: 1) Tmore with unfavorable

Fdigeipidaspy s Delay

s

i {2 S hooe
chamn

under cur-

Thoge not
xcd to hold their
grade in their
srm or . Eervi.ge Mfteen (15)
morvhs conbtinil:us overseas serv—
ice is the mandatory minimum for
perscnnel with cowmbat —service;
twenty.-four months - for all
other personnel, g

eligible ior i
reat reguiabti
clearly
present o=

"\D

quAL
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{24

prescribed for tem—

Eligibill y
porary duiy is the same as for ro-
tetion with the exception that
pine () wénths continuous over-

s
A

SNBed:

Pt
S

the randatory min-
with combat
ghieen (18) wonths
TH, &n  individual
not physicelly qualified for over-
seas duby is 2oV eligible for re-
turn on temporary duty.
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We who can re-d have been won-
dering for quite some time—would
it not be possible to have the
bulletin bosrd which is in the
mess hall placed in a more conven—
jent spot? It is now so inconven—
jently located that few can risk
stopping to read it. If a man
stops, he either holds up a whole
line or risks dribbling his gar—
bage down someone's neck.

If the notices are important
enough to be posted, they are imp-
ortant enough to be posted where
they can be read. . If we had one
large bulletin board in the Det-
achment area there would be no
nead for the present custom of
tacking notices all over the mess
hall, inside and out. Eeaven on-
1y knows how many more are tacked
on various trees and latrines. We
know they are for us to rend, and
we'll read them, but we're darned
if we'll spend all our spare time
looking for them. There are much
nicer things to look for. :

Sincerely,
G. I. Joe.

(The official bulletin borrd that
you are required to read daily is
located in the Detachment Office.
The one in the Mess Hall is for
your convenience....%d)

FAVHL EE

My grandpa was wont to poetry
write ,

As his years began to decline,

It was terrible stuff, decidedly
trite;

But to him it must have seemed
fine.

My father, however, bucolic and
terse,

Was never inclined to disport

In the trivial pastime of editing
verse;

Agriculture was truly his forte,

My mother wrote poems of quality
fare,

Her nature was rather csthetic,

She believed that life's trials
were made emssy to bear

When one delved into matters ar-
t¥ Sti Ce

My sister loves home and the fire
side gay.

She lives for her children and
sSpousc,

The writing of noetry never could
Py

She prefers to embellish her
house,

The geneticadl trend was passed on
to mej

So my hours of leisure Il
Jeavens

And hope thot in time I shall
qualified be

To rhyme with the angels in
Heaven.
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Under ‘the sponSOrship
lain Eells,
organized a Service Meais Chri
tian League, Each unit is a part
of the world vide League. :

The purpose of the orgsanization
is to strengthen the soldicr!s
faith and give nmen of all protes—
tant denominations an opportunity

to make and conduct their own
meetings, dealing with questions

of a  Christian nature which are
of immediate interest.

From the 14 charter members
which formed the League, the at-
tendance has increased to an av-
erage of 25, including both pa-
tients and enllsted men.,

The services; are ‘held each ued—
nesday evening in the Chapel. The
type of service varies from: time
to time as does the speaker. How
ever, the theme of each service
is on that of Christian Living.

cf Chap- - :
the men. cf this Udlt S

‘_JL
it

Hoon you can send Jour person-
8% ‘recordings home thru arrsnge
ments nearly cormleted by PBS Pub
lic' Relaolons Office. The records
will  be about five minutes long,
and will bc prescnted as an int-

erview to help the spldier util-
ize "his recording time to best
~adventoge, !

The disc will be sent to a ra-
dio station idn the States which °

, will notify.your family as to the
. time

" cast,
' deliver

and date 1t will be broad- -

Then . the record will be
: ed to your home., - For fur-
ther details see Sgt Hugler at
the Rarlstrar's Office.

"They arez
,'bh01r Promotlon

S. M. C. L, is, as the name im- .

plies, a service by and for men
in the armed forces of the U.S.A.
It has a monthly publicntion

knorm as "The Link", which is

mailed to all chaplalns.

i

The Leegue has four committees.
Progrem, Membership,:
and Chapel Deco-
rdtlon. The officers arc: Pres-
ident, T/5 Vaughn Rhodes; Vice
Preszdent Pfe A+ R. Hoover;Sec-

retary Trcssurer, T/4C1ifford
Nielsen; Associate Secretary Tr“a
surer, Pvt John Martin,

- JANUARY léth PLAYERS MAKE HIT VITH 12th GENERﬁL

"Tell the boys .
up,
tomn. n :
our outfit,

never been +treated more considerately than here.
of the Enlisted Men'!s Club and at the tasty meal they -
(luckily "they hit the super anniversary
But most of 211, they were happy about the splendid audience

the . completeness
ate at the ' detachment mess
dimer), . -

reoeptlon to their plays .

"o "The Nite of January 16th"

was .presented in 1941 en Broadway.
.The' jury is free to deliver e verdict of

Usually on Broadway,.and more often overseas,
Mot gullty" y

tlng,
selected from the - audience.
guilty or not  guilty.
the defendant is found -
fguiltyf,

mention - 12th General Hospital,
That's what the cast of "The Nite of January 16th"™ think about
Unanimous in their opinions, the players said they had

that, if they are ever in HolWywood<~ Just look us

and we'll show them around the:

They were amazed at

a murder mystéfy with courtrdoﬁfset~»yf

There, as now, the jury was

At the l?th she was found teo be

(con'td on page 8)
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CALIFORNIA = = HERE
HE COMES—- - ~

This letter from Jack Killelea
was recently received by Pharma-
cist Ed Gardner. Jack, who was
injured in a fall at Rome, was
one of the oldest members of the
12th General Hospital.

Stark General Hospital,
Charleston, -8.C., .
January 8, 19h5.

Dear Eddie,

Well, Ed, as YOu see by the
heading, I've finally made it O.K.
and man, was I glad to get here.

Ed, you would have laughed
at me when they loaded me on .the
ship~-I'd ddne it so much myself
when we were in Naples and I nev=
er expected that I would be load-
ed on some day, . I busted out
laughing and I'guess the guys who
were carrying me thot I .was nuts.
The nurses on board were better
than usual~-they - were beautiful,
and I almost fell for one.

" Eddie, you have no idea what a
thrill is in store
you get here-~the feeling you get
when you come down the
with the band playing and every-
one shaking your.hand.™ I couldn't

help getting tears in my eyes and.
. loaded wus ¢

I.wasn't alome, They
into ambulances....at the gate a
Red Cross girl shoves in some * hot
rolls and a Quart of Fresh Milkill
I guess my.eyes were round as sil-
ver dollars. .I know "just about
how this will make you  guys feel,
but I think you'll want e to
tell you the rest. :

Well- we arrived at :Stark which
is laid out like Billings, only is
much nicer, at about 11:30 A.M. ¢ I
was just too dazed to say any-
thing--you can imagine how I felt.
The ward boy told us if we wanted
to phone home to go right ahead,
and I'1l be darned if we didn't
have a telephone right on our bed-
side tables, . It took me about
half a second to get started; - I
got Mom in about 15 minutes.:B@ and
you can just figure out_that_con-
‘versation. After I finished -the

COURSE ANNOUNCEMENT:

Capt Ralph Woolsey will act as
instructor for courses in Funda-
mentals of Advertising and Busi-
ness Principles and Management
at a time and place to be announ-
ced later. All. interested call
Lt. Nichols on Extension 4-R/2.

for you when

gangplank

some were pretty full. -
‘my luck  held,

phone calls, the ward boy started

- bringing dinner, and Ed~--- well,

by gosh, -I can't tell you just
how it looked--- I had steak and
French fries, pie a la mode, milk
coffee (we have as much milk aswe
want); . I don't know how long it
took me to eat—- it seemed 1like
hours.

Then we were interviewed as to
our outfit, what's wrong with us,
ete; (a write-up goes to the
home-tovn paper); after the in-
terview, the ward boy asked me if
I could get up in a wheel chair.
to go to the PX. I said "And How"
and Eddie, here's where I got one
of the biggest thrills of ‘my: life.
Beer, milk .shakes, . cigarettes,
hamburgers, hot dogs, . and, best
of all, V/OMEN IN SVEATERS!! Beau-
coup women in sweaters., Beauti-
ful gds, beautiful shapes, every~

thing is beautiful--- all' we did
. was to sit there and look. And

+.all we do all day long is

sit and
talk to women-- and they talk in

Englishi

Well, Eddie, that brings us up
to date; yesterday, they told us
we'd be transferred to our regu-
lar General Hospital = (Stark was
just our receiving hospital). I
kept my fingers crossed as there
were-eight possible places, and
Well, Ed,
and I'm on my way
to Hammond. General at Modesto, Cal,
Just 85 miles from homes

Eddie, I'll have to close now,
so be good and don't forget to
write; tell M"Ace" to drop me a
line...say "hello" to Frank, Floyd
Mac, and Howard---tell the guys I
will leave some women for them....
I'11 write again soon,

Always your best pal,

Jack,
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SURGI-CATLL~ULN

Here are our belated felicita-
tions to recently prcmoted T/4
Robert Metzger and T/5 Robert
Heiting. Metzger is the diligent

ward master of Capt Stutevilie's

Ward #35. Heiting, Major Tieber-
thal's right-hand man, quickly
stepped in, tock over, and is do~
ing an excellealt job in filling
the gap made by the loss of T/3
Donnelly.

Colonel Wason and ldajor liartin
journeyed to Rome during the past
week to attend a British sponsor-
ed general surgical conference,
The Colonel made one dry run,
due to poor flying weather, but
succeeded in getting -away the
following day. . Major uartin's
departure was delayed until Wed-

_nesday, because ‘of two severe
brain cases which arrived at the
hospital early in the week and by
a lecture which he' was asked to
give in Leghorn on Tuesday after-~
noon.

BSS BUMPS

Are you short of ready money
these days? See Spigelmyer and
Co. up around Tent #3 any evening;
you'll be shorter, but they will
sure show you some of the finer
points of playing poker. -On the
other hand, if you are interested
in wrestling, done artistically,
you might look up ‘'Polecat' John-
son and his latest vic--- 1 mean
partner, little Kenny Patterson;
look no further, 'Tiny', there
are two possibilities there, and
a fellow can't be too careful,
can he?

And if your English grammar
happens to be slightly rusty or
if you are out of practice on an
subject see Professor Casimer(IQ
Januszewski., Although he doesn't
advertise in our local paper, he
is an authority on this and that,

-and all sorts:of things like that,
and best of all, he's always cor-
rect; you can't go wrong in #5.

PATET:

N\ \,, - S
i 10 fff,

MEDICAL SERVICE MEMOS

WaNTED:  Information and details
on the person who so obligingly
short-sheeted the bed in the 10D
room. Parsons having information
on the suvbject please contact
Captain Elliott.

CONGReTULSTIONS ARE IN ORDER to
the new group of Pfcs. These men
have shown good work and deserve
the initial stripe on their climb
upward. The ratings were won by
kntkoviak, Hunt, Hebry, Michaelis,
Schoff, Tobolski, Kean, Coapland,
Bass, Welsh, Combs, and Simmons.

FOUND ¢ That Sgt Pinegar is the
person possessing those - 'big-
veins? that the Lab meén ‘sing a-
bout. Even the tourniquet-is not -
needed. Couldn't have been puf-

. fing out your neck too, eh Bill?

. SPECIAL SERVICE SAYS:

John J, O'Keefe, & & D Office,
completed the course in "Business
Principles and Management" at the

- I & E Office last Monday by tak-
- ing the end~of-course examinati on.

These tests are available for all
the self-teaching and standard
text courses.

" The application of personnel
for courses with the Institute is
only a beginning. The true index
of accomplishment is the ratio of
completions to applications as
compared with the ratio of appli-

cations_ to organizational‘strength.

v ows EING OF EGYPT
GIVES 42069 TO YANK TROOPS

Egypt (CNS)—For the 3rd suc-
cessive year, King Farouk of
Egypt has presented American
troops in his country with a gift
of - 500 pounds (approximately
#2069) as a “seasonal gesture."
The money was turned over to the
Special Services Officer, Head-
quarters, U.S. army Forces in the
Middle Fast.
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= A DAY WITH A MED.LCEL WARDMAN & 1ﬂturn to the area, and a
_ ' short 15 minute_relaxatjon at Club
After reveille, the cdail; cal- Society—~-and finally ‘retiring
isthenics, the 1"‘“"cuic‘ craak- for t{he dny with the hope and
fast, shave, no icing of Guarters prayer.that it wlill be raining at
making of be: 1, - and SfD with a reveilte Time, " Oh gee,  Just Ghe
. flash to the oid stawping g;ounds bugl"- gounading off and the ser~ -
for the usual dsy’'s run. geant reminding me only 5 minutes
i Tl bk ; : dj\FJ PEveilLes oy mive
The food -cart, a mere 100 pa- Thess

 and to the Lab;

~man left on the ward

‘stairs te the kitch=n,

-of 'Patients.

_,exerc:lsee
ing muscles

tients to be fed, the
out of bread and

chow line—-
—-dewn the
and back
again for the finighing touches
of breadfast. Eight oiclock al~
ready? ' =i L

coiffee-

A quick trip to:
the drawing of ‘blood. specimens,
tion in half an hour?---Floor to
be swept and mopped. .Yeh gosh,
no water again, Beds to be made,

;11nen exchanged—--enough for a

truck load. Technician school 10
A.M., followed by.a cross-country
hike to Medical Supply. Transfer
Dinner (same proce-
dure as mornlng)

Ba31c.traln1ng today, gee, one
and 25 ad-
missions - (if ‘any. doubt of this
ask T/5 Kasper lilier).. Hike for
After pulling my ach-

and ligaments toge-
ther, return for duty at the ward

. hat, * T forgot to pick up my
salvage?'—to the. company area
.and back ‘again, Oh boy! only L

more hours to. go....Patient to*X-
ray; pickup clothing for ratients"
to duty in the morning. The usual
routine of .duties, and so on un-

‘til evening.meal time....

Chow--=the clean 'up:'the usual
run of last minute. ;jobs, to the
dispensary for throat check; and

“the return - trip to .the ward, -all
" the time planning a cuiet evenlng

. in the tent with-a copy
'"What 1is .

. of the
cowboy story.
. Compulsory lec -
Oh well, T did:
today, -

latest
that sergeant?
ture tonight!
not catch. litter squad,
anyhow, !

thé‘”Pharmacy,‘

Minatllt inspec-"

_graph which

. bandages;
" . as much dressing

ars the trials of a ward-
mants liire. -

FACILITIES MODERN AND COMPLETE

All medical patients require at
least general care; many need
special treatment. 12th General
Medical Service is well equipped
and . .staffed to give it to all
comers. ' -

*In addition - to the wards there-
are three clinics: Neuro~Psychi-
atric; Skin Disease, and a-gene-
ral Medical Clinic for "OQut" pa-
tients, or where surgical cases
with medical compllcatlons can be
examined. ;

The " Neuro-Psychlatrlc sectlon
boasts of their newest piece of
apparatus, an Electro-Encephalo-
charts and records
brain wave patterns. Tt is one of

‘two such machines in this theatre.

» Dermatitis cases
soaks. of wvarious

often require

solutions and

so nmen on ward 17 have
as any in the

hospital. . S .

‘Winter time

brings hepatltls,

. and hepatitis means work for ward

men. The cure is slow, and pa-
tients are confined to their.beds
for long periods. When recovery
reaches its final stage, the pa-
tients - are taken out daily for
four-mile ‘hikes. 4 medical man,
usually Sgts Autrey or Slotwinski
are in charge. liepatitis patients
get three meals a day plus three
"nourishmeénts'--a snack of sand-

wiches and fruit beverageés.In the

summer there are fewer - hepatitis
cases--that is the season for ma-

= larla.
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MEET THR TEAM - 4

This week we prosent John "Lef-

ty" Prymicz, another Hedbird vet-.

eran, Lefty's homec is ig ‘cl“dn
Ohlo, where he sttende %
Higk School, perennial

champions of the ‘foledc City Hish
School League.

After graduating. Prmicz play-
ed baseball for four years in a
Class A sendlot 1sague in Toledo,
and played basketball for the Po-
lish Athletie <€lub in the city.
Lefty joined the 12th General in
February, 1942, transferring from
the 215th.Medics along with Me-
Graw, McClaid, Wilson, and others.

He was on the Redbirds! 1942
Ft. Custer chempionship team, and
in the spring-of '42, he took ov-
er the lst base position on the .
baseball team which took the Bat-
tle Creek City League title.

LFVWY TANDS LONG ONE

old timers will remenber for
Years to ' come the great running
bars-honded ca&tch Letty made in
the 7tk inning of the final game
of the Oren Chemnicnship Series
with the Navy Red Sox: in 1943

With Martyiiirka en ®the mound for
the Redbirds ‘and holding a.slim
2-1 lead, they were faced with De

Ceasare, a.powerful hitter, at
bat, and two men on base. The na-
vy lst basema connected with a

fast one and sent it line deep in-

’; r--&ﬁm,.
/;—-’ J W
SR N [-1.
Lt 1 A
\\ ?@wﬁ/] ‘}
) ok A0k o !
s B et

IO Tae 7

-::;: 514 ;;‘\"“‘\.g N rj
¥ 3 iy 5 il
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REPBIRDS OUT QF TOURNTY

Feb 15.0:..0he R
Treny il
at Madlson 2gua

adbirds were eli-.
he THS  tournanent
ra3 Garden tonight.

,- i

minatead

Their sacay dafeat in the two-
ganevelininaticon bournament  was
oLu¢u¢;fOV&i ty the Ordnence Base

Depot 74 "Che

rokees" by the gcore
of 43%-38, .

Onee again the boys

-from the.
12th were ' the victims of:a slow
start and a poor finish. 'Iva "G.
I." wWilgon sank a field goal ear-

1y in the first period to put the
Redbirds n the lead 2-0. But
then the Cherckees went to work;:
and built an 11-6 . advantage at
the end of the quarter.

In the second quarter, the Red-
birds, paoed by Oliphant and Iic-
Graw, scored 13 points,  and the

half ended with the score 19 all.
The 12th General still went strong
the th rd poeriod:and entered
ast quarter with a 30-27 a2d-
2gs. But bere again the , Redé-
attack bogged -<down end the
Cherokees outgcored them 16-6 in
the final stanza to take the game.

0liphant,
both teams
points.
to take

Redbird guard, led
in scoring with 14

Wilson scored 9 points
second honors on the Red-
bird team. Orris was  high man
for +the winners  with 13 points,
followed by ghorba with 12 points.

to ‘right -field .for what looked
liks the geme-winning wallop. But
Lefty was offwith the crack of
the bat, end racing back toward
the right field wall, he lesaped
in the alr ©o steb t_u ball with
his bare hand, turned a somersault
end came up with the ball, saving
the geme and cinching the seriss.

Last spring, Prymicz earned
the name of “Iron Man?®, Moermen
and Lipka started the season with
ard Trovble: and ‘alfter pitcaing a
few they would wetirs;

1BNCNES ,
i +lamnm 4 alra Ao Fha

emaa T A

game en d still be ready for his .
regular turn on the hill.

Tefty joined the Redbirds' bas-
ketball team late, +this season,
and hes been bresking in gradusl-
ly while getting in condition. He
saw mcst of nls actiorp in. the re~
cont tournament where in two games
hs displeved - his versatility by
playing guard, forward, and cen-
ter. 1WWe hope to see more of Pry-
nicz thie svring end summer--that
da anloace Ti+ler Adaecdidoe Ao oive
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(cont'd from page 1)
look at them with indulgence. filet
them have thei® fun. lLook what
they!ve been thru. lLock vwhat they
have ahead of them." We think it
wige to let them blow off steam.

We in a base sector medical out—
fit are built the same way ss these
others, Our steam c¢r tension is
accumulated over a long period of
time. It is a product of the dep—
rivations of being awsy from hone,
a product of the Wannoyances® that
are so necessary in the regimented
existence that 1is Army life any-
where, a product of close commnal
living din which one has privacy
neither of physical nor of mental
life. Ve do not have the "mascul-
ine satisfaction" of fighting.Some
are even ashamed to admit that
they are T medies. When we are
very busy, some of us get satisfac-
tion in helping fellow soldiers
get well; in caring for the sick
or crippled.  Vhen we are living
near a large city like Rome there
is all kinds of recreation,movies,
opera, ballet, sightseeing,sports,
and even enovgh girls to go round,

But now we are stranded on the
flats of Leghorn., The city is de-
stroyed, Recreational facilities
are few, There is no place to go.
We are not too busy end we have
much time to reflect. The result
is a drooping in spirits, a low-
ering of morale snd much unhealth-
y "oitching". (Healthy "bitching"
is desirable.,

Actually our present experience
is no different from that of oth-
er outfits who never were fortun-
ate enough to be located in a sea-
side resort like Ain-el-Turck or
in a city like Rome, Eow did is-
olated ack—ack units live, weath-
er stations, etc., live? They
lived as Mfamilies", 1ike our fa—
thers and forefsthers did before
the days of automobiles, telo-
phones, and radio. They learncd
to live with each other. They were
happy and their work productive.
Families had musical groups, they
played games, read, and had little
theatricels. They visited neigh—
bors.

Of course, we are not that
isolated, Ve have movies; pleyse

Joe Davis wishes to thank
all thosc who took part or aid-
ed in the produetion of the 12th
General Follies, particularly
Jontite 'Terwy, &RC, ond Merle

- Pemberton, A & D Office.

(Uontid from Page 3.)

ALl members of the cast have
experienced drsmatic backgrounds.
M1 gave up good opportunities
for parts in New York or Holly-
wood Lo gpend six months overseas
with a US0 unit, A1l have parts
waiting their return.

The play was presented here
three days, during which time the
cast vistied the wards and vari-
our departments of the hospital,
Following the run here, the play
moved to Pisa, next stage in its
circuit of performances.

We have sports; inter—hospital
competition. (There should be an
intra-mural sports program set
up.) HEnlisted men have their
club, officers their's. We have
recently had a hospitsl "Follies'

-admittedly amatcurish and "corny"

but fun.

We Americans are motivated
quite differently from the Europ-
eans. The Englishman fights "for
Britain, for the King", the Russ-
jan fights "for Nother Russia ,
sometimes even 'for Stalin", the
German "vor dem Vaterlsnd®" or "wvor
Hitler®. We do not fight for any
one man., We fight for our way of
living; our families. In combat,
the soldier has the ideals of his
group. The M"combat society" is
his femily''s he always does
things with and for his "buddics'".
The 12th General Hospitel is Mour®
family. It is o lsrge one and
it has a .long proud record both
in this war and in the last. TVhy
not Jjoin the family, adopt some
of 1its 1ideology, and help make
its life and your owvn more inter-
esting and complete? You might
contribute in your ward work, in
Red Cross activity, sports, or e-
ven as a team supporter. But
pitch in; become part of the 12th,
support it! Don't sit =lonc and
mopee Oet out with your fellows,
and sec if you don't have a bet—
ter timel




