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Chicago, June 25, 1912,
Dr, P. C. McKay,
Colorado Springs, Colo,.
Dear Dr, McKay:

I am very much grieved that I have not been able to

answer your letters promptly. The fact is I have been down and’ out
since February. I hﬁ;ﬂ not been to the Echool to do anything and
much of the time I have not had my mail. It seems that averybody. ;
has conspired to keep me out from pretty much everything that I want
to know. I did not get any of your mail until within a few days.
I have read over most of it and I want to express my great satisfac=
tion with the work you have done, The question of the influence of
water used on the development of the teeth 1a so firmly fixed 1n.tha
minds of you pecople that it is absolutely necessary to work it out
to the bitter end and determine absolutely what there is in it. This
I am glad to find you are doing and doing it effectually, and the re-
sult will show either that it is or it is not at the bottom of the
difficulty, and that 1s what we want more than anything else,

Finally I shall probably have something to say and while
I hardly think that the present is the time to do it, I will give you
this hint, Look out continually in your work, as a mental proposition,

for the influence of extraordinary sun light; study carefully well
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shaded localities as compared with those that have no shade from the
BUN, Do you know what freckles are and how they name-abnut? _"Sune .
ehine and axnpssiv; llght seems to be a cause of freckles the world
over, and the lesion in that case is coloring matter batwéﬁﬁ the Epi-

thelial cells. The origin of enamel is from the epithelium and the
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lesions of the teeth and the lesions found in freckles are pradti-
cally the same, hence we find those teeth most exposed to light are
the most seriously affected, as the labial surfaces of the incisors,
for inatance, as compared with the lingual surfaces of the same teeth;
also the first molars, although developed, mostly, synchronously with
the incisors, are hidden away at the back of the mouth and are less af=
fected by reason of position, If I am right in this, to know 1it, it
will have to be tried out, such places as Colorado Springs will limit
very much this dirfiaulti by thding about their homes and the play

grounds of the children. This, as to your work is now in progress,
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will have to be &nfﬁfzzﬁfﬁﬁﬁéﬂf; I would say &;ﬁ‘i let up in the least
in the particular kind of work you are doing, only keep this hint in
mind,

I am very sorry that I could not get out to the meeting
of the Colorado Soclety, but I have not been in a physical condition
to do so; iIn fact, I could not take part in the meeting if I were there
My general physical condition ias excellent, but I am suffering a great
.dﬂal of pain and have to keep myself propped about in various positioms,
in order to obtain reasonable comfort, and I find it impossible, under
these conditions, to give close attention to any subjeect without the
development of pain, Otherwise, aside from this one fact, I am very
well, indeed,

I will go cover what you have written as closely as I can
and perhaps give you some notes on the influence of the sulphatesalts,

an enormous amount of work has been done on that point in Germany, of
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#3 Dr. F. C. McEKay.

which I have the statements in the german language; the mountain re=-
gions of Switzerland, Southern Germany, Sweden and of Norway have all
been closely examined with that regard, including several hundred
thousand ehildren, In all of this work, there is no mention whatever
of any such lesion as mottled teeth. I will write you again soon.

Your finding of other areas of mottled teeth in distant
parts of the country speaks well for your activity.

There 18 one thing I want you to do for me, if you can,

Eand me another map with all of the uuﬂnaptihli areas that you have

| found, up tﬁ tﬁé.ﬁé;aa;:-;I;::.;;;kaﬂ with :;;”;;rﬁiégrﬁ;hﬂre there ia
no town shown on the map mark the locality with ecireles all the same,
Thege will help me very much in obtalning an 1n£alligﬂnt view of the
areas of susceptibility.

What you have said of coal miners makes me mad. Any
set of men who will confine the families of their miners to such water,
as you deseribe, ought to be hung, independent of any effect it may

have on the teeth.

Yours truly, /@WMGLC‘/;(J
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