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INTRODUCTION
 Background:
Knowledge of sexual health and function in older persons is a growing field. Sexual health is an important part of health and well-being. Despite growing awareness of the importance of sexual health, scientific knowledge base in the older adult population on sexual functioning is limited (2). An understanding of the sexual health in older adults in rural populations is even more limited. Poorer health has been associated with a lower level of sexual activity and a higher prevalence of problems with sexual functioning (4). It is therefore an important factor for improved quality of life. A review of the current literature to understand sexual health and functioning in older adults is necessary as we explore this facet to improve overall health and well-being of older adults in rural populations. This project aims to evaluate the prior existing knowledge for populations in Africa. A scoping review of existing literature will provide a comprehensive understanding of the current state of research on this topic and identify gaps in knowledge.


Objective:
The objective of this scoping review is to map the existing literature on sexual health and functioning (concept) among older adults (participants) in Africa (context). 

METHODS:
Information Sources
The scoping review will be conducted using the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) extension for scoping reviews. A systematic search will be conducted using electronic databases (PubMed, MEDLINE, EMBASE, CINAHL, etc), grey literature, and reference lists of relevant articles. 

Eligibility criteria:

The search will include articles published from prior to 2023. Studies will be included if they meet the following criteria: (1) focus on sexual health and functioning among older adults in Africa; (2) written in English; (3) published in peer-reviewed journals or grey literature; and (4) qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods studies. Studies that focus on younger populations but also include older adults will be included if they report separate results for the older adult population. Studies will be excluded if they focus exclusively on individuals with a specific medical condition or if they focus on sexual violence abuse, or sexual behaviour and risk. 


Search strategy
Search terms and strategies will be developed closely with an experienced librarian. 
 
(PubMed):
((Aged[MeSH] OR Aging[MeSH] OR Aging[TIAB] OR Ageing[TIAB] OR "Middle Aged"[MeSH] OR middle-age[TIAB] OR middle-aged[TIAB] OR older-adult*[TIAB] OR age-related[TIAB] OR older-men[tiab] OR older-women[tiab] OR elderly[TIAB] OR geriatric*[TIAB]) AND (("africa"[MeSH Terms] OR ("africa south of the sahara"[MeSH Terms] OR ("africa"[tiab] AND "south"[tiab] AND "sahara"[tiab]) OR "africa south of the sahara"[tiab]) OR "sub saharan africa*"[tiab] OR "northern africa*"[tiab] OR "central africa*"[tiab] OR "eastern africa*"[tiab] OR "east africa*"[tiab] OR "southern africa*"[tiab] OR "south africa*"[tiab] OR "western africa*"[tiab] OR "west africa*"[tiab] OR "algeria*"[tiab] OR "egypt*"[tiab] OR "libya*"[tiab] OR "morocco*"[tiab] OR "tunisia*"[tiab] OR "cameroon*"[tiab] OR "central african republic*"[tiab] OR "chad*"[tiab] OR "congo*"[tiab] OR "DRC"[tiab] OR "equatorial guinea*"[tiab] OR "gabon*"[tiab] OR "sao tome and principe*"[tiab] OR "burundi*"[tiab] OR "djibouti*"[tiab] OR "eritrea*"[tiab] OR "ethiopia*"[tiab] OR "kenya*"[tiab] OR "rwanda*"[tiab] OR "somalia*"[tiab] OR "south sudan*"[tiab] OR "sudan*"[tiab] OR "tanzania*"[tiab] OR "uganda*"[tiab] OR "angola*"[tiab] OR "botswana*"[tiab] OR "eswatini*"[tiab] OR "swaziland*"[tiab] OR "lesotho*"[tiab] OR "malawi*"[tiab] OR "mozambique*"[tiab] OR "namibia*"[tiab] OR "zambia*"[tiab] OR "zimbabwe*"[tiab] OR ("benin"[MeSH Terms] OR "benin"[tiab] OR "benin s"[tiab]) OR "burkina faso*"[tiab] OR "cabo verde*"[tiab] OR "cote d ivoire*"[tiab] OR "ivory coast*"[tiab] OR "gambia*"[tiab] OR "ghana*"[tiab] OR "guinea*"[tiab] OR "guinea bissau*"[tiab] OR "liberia*"[tiab] OR "mali*"[tiab] OR "mauritania*"[tiab] OR "niger*"[tiab] OR "nigeria*"[tiab] OR "senegal*"[tiab] OR "sierra leone*"[tiab] OR "togo*"[tiab]))) AND ("Sexual Health"[Mesh] OR Sexual-health*[TIAB] OR Sexual-function*[TIAB] OR "Sexual Dysfunction, Physiological"[Mesh] OR Sexual-dysfunction*[TIAB] OR Sexual-disorder*[TIAB] OR Sex-disorder*[TIAB] OR Dyspareunia[TIAB] OR Erectile-dysfunction*[TIAB] OR Impotence[TIAB] OR Impotent[TIAB] OR Premature-Ejaculation[TIAB] OR Vaginismus[TIAB] OR "Sexual Behavior"[Mesh:NoExp] OR "Coitus"[Mesh] OR Sexual-behavior*[TIAB] OR Sexual-behaviour*[TIAB] OR Sexual-activit*[TIAB] OR Sex-behavior*[TIAB] OR sexual-satisfaction[TIAB] OR sexually-satisf*[TIAB] OR sexual-well-being[TIAB] OR sexual-pleasure[TIAB])

Other Searches:
We will search for previously published systematic and scoping reviews on the topic and review their reference list for additional studies. 
Study records:
	Data management: 
	Rayyan and Endnote will be utilized to manage the records being screened. 
	Selection process:
Two reviewers will use Rayyan to independently screen titles and abstracts identified through the search, for inclusion in the review. The full-text of the identified articles will be retrieved and will be reviewed by both independent reviewers
Data collection process:
Data will be extracted using a standardized data extraction form and will include:
· sample size
· Author(s) and year of publication
· Journal
· Country
· Study Design (longitudinal vs cross-sectional) 	
· Population/ participant characteristics (age >40, gender)	
· Rural/urban	
· How data were collected	
· Year collected	
· Tools used.	
· Factors identified/ determinants of sexual health and functioning.
· Results and key findings (Sexual activity, Sexual function, Sexual health)


Data Items
Narrative charting and a descriptive synthesis of the findings will be presented.

Outcomes and Prioritization
Associations with Sexual Health and function with Ageing
Associations of sexual health with quality of life in older adults


Anticipated or actual start date: April 2023
Anticipated completion date: June 2023
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