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SLA MIDWEST
SYMPOSIUM | 2024

The 2024 SLA Midwest Symposium took place virtually
from 9 am to 2 pm (Central time) on Friday, June 7. 2024.
Due to the SLA website migration, the planning commirtee
found a variety of alternate means for soliciting proposals.
"The result was an impressive array of accepted topic and
speaker proposals, including one from a graduating library
school student. Several quality proposals could not be
accepted due to time constraints. Presenters included carly
career and experienced librarians from various special librar
sectors, and also library school instructors. Symposiom
presentations were viewed by 70 total registrants who
represented not only the SLA member communin ol
Midwest, but beyond, stretching even to Canuda
registration fee was set with proceeds directed to nation.l
SLA. Students, presenters, and the organizing committee were
invited to register at no fee.

In recent years, SLA Midwest Symposia have become a [virtual]
summer tradition, often occurring after, and in 2024, before,
the SLA Annual Conference. The planning committee has
tried to be creative in inviting keynote speakers and be flexible
when planning the timing and duration of each year's program.
One decision may surprise some: although the presentation
slides are shared afterward with registrations, the symposia
sessions are not recorded.

Though data was woven into some of the topics, the 2024
Symposium program did not have an official overarching
theme. Other presentation themes seemed to organically

be connected, such as using library skill sets in new jobs, in
changing job markets, and for new professional opportunities.
The Symposium was a mix of invited keynote speakers, longer
presentations called “extended sessions,” and lightning talks.
In 2024, break times were built into the schedule and two
short networking sessions provided an opportunity for
attendees, who wished to do so, to stay online to share thoughts
and impressions about the Symposium and other (lightly)
moderated discussion topics. A survey was sent to Symposium
registrants that will inform planning for the 2025 Symposium.

Iwo kevnotes bookended the Symposium. John DiGillio
spokc first in the program slot llxldilimm“'\' reserved for

the current Association President. He addressed the topic
SLA Todav and Tomorrow: Going Back-to-Basics to Move
Forward. Lisa Janicke Hinchcliff ended the Symposium by
bringing attendees up-ro-date on the topic Save the Time

of the User: How Scholarly Publishers are Stepping Up and
Whart Libraries Should Consider.

In his remarks, John spoke abour challenges that professional
associations are facing. Emphasizing professional organizations’
importance to professionals, he indicated that he remains
optimistic about the future of SLA, while recognizing thar

new structures will need to be created in order to provide
value to members.

Lisa challenged librarians to be more cognizant of publisher
initiatives in creating tools for authors, readers, publishers,
and libraries. She provided a new interpretation and reordering
of Ranganathan’s rules. For example, “every book, its reader”
now became “Increase discoverability, access, and use of
resources within users’ existing workflows.” Questions
(“ponderings”) she posed included “Are there strategies

for fostering greater collaboration among libraries and the

publishing industry?”

continued
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Extended Sessions

The sessions, each 30 minutes in length, provided a potpourri
of topics:
* Marydee Ojala | Prompt Lngineering, Librarianship, and
Information Literac
Marydee reminded the audience that in the age of GenAl
and resulting distrust in science, there are opportunities
for librarians that range from understanding Al vs GenAl,
explaining how GenAl works, showing alternatives to
ChatGPT, giving examples of flawed information, and
positioning ourselves as experts.
Jamie Hullinger | Marketing Your Library as a Solo
Librarian
As a solo librarian working in non-traditional librarianship,
Jamie advised that non-traditional methods must be used
to get the word out, though word of mouth still is most
impactful.
* Kristen Naik and Erik Adams | Do You Have Some
Stats on That?: The Transformative Application of Data
in Libraries
The speakers provided examples from work at their global
law firm that libraries are in a unique position to use
sophisticated tools to capture data. Analysis of the data
provides granular information and visualization iterations,
not only to illustrate usage of licensed information

resources, but data that can drive decision-making across
the enterprise.

Lightning Talk Sessions

Lightning sessions, each ten minutes in length, provided an

opportunity for presenters to briefly share highlights of how

tools, platforms, and skills can be used, sometimes in new ways:

* Megan Jaskowiak and Abigail Morgan | A Missing Piece
in Open Access Data: In Search of Healthcare Data with
Business Students ;
Megan and Abigail shared examples of how they, academic
health sciences and business librarians, collaborated to
provide students with information support for a capstone
class marketing project and for an entrepreneurship
project.
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Charles J. Greenberg | Zotero for Tracking Job
Applications
Charles advocated that Zotero can be used not only to
organize references, but other projects as well.
Lorene Kennard | Trends in Guests on the Librarian
Linkover Podcast
Lorene shared the story of how a personal quest for a
job led to a podcast series that continues to this day —
each interview spotlights, illustrates, and celebrates the
universality of librarians’ skill sets in new and
non-traditional settings.
o Violet Fox | But Wait, There’s More! Wikidata: Your No-
Cost Data Solution
Violet championed the benefits of Wikidata as a
community-building global information populating
activity.
o Elizabeth Oswalt | MeSH Indexing and Artificial
Intelligence
Elizabeth encouraged being aware of and reporting
automated indexing issues as they are encountered.
o Alisun DeKock | A Dental Archive for All: Building
a Shared Repository for the ADA’s Tripartite Membership
System
Alison described how national, state, and local collections

share the same newly launched institutional repository.

The volunteer program planning committee that organized
the 2024 symposium was a Midwest community effort and
included Dan Bostrom (SLA llinois), who served as chair,
Elizabeth Downie (SLA Michigan), Dennis Eliceiri (SLA St.
Louis Metro), Willow Fuchs (SLA Towa), Ramune Kubilius
(SLA Illinois), Jamie Luedtke (SLA Illinois), Valerie Moore
(SLA Illinois), and Marydee Ojala (SLA Indiana).

— Submitted by the 2024 Midwest Symposiﬁm planning commirzee
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