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2 . 7HE BALIANCE OF REASON, :
A toaSt at the jour soci2tigs me2tingF2b. I3th. 1886.

et

The Uhién”is @ unton of mind.Not that eac, Indi- ‘
vidual mind of the number that make up the sum total
of this society s the moddi/e of each other mind; -é
and that they think alike on tre matters that‘hay e

: Thid,

comz before us for consideration. nIThe record of our

AISCUSSIons bLbmb—g=m so falithfully mad2 by our 2UEr

present Secretury will show. Fven the mind Of theg
individual i8 not a perfact unit,jfor, we find thats
s If Struggles with itself almost as with anothery
arguing guestions, debuting rules of right, contznding
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with (/ue'stl:‘ons‘ Of pol ,'C.yand CZ/A:’P argument Of the pros
an T fp ldoiner ‘¢ At

and cons“ariuing at conclus:rons. Theose conclusions

may be mature, and CReSmteaPmEl—Il» p2rmansnt; or they

% may be Immature, and easily overturned by tr2 next
series of facts that come withirn the range of the

s mental « facul ties, A conclusion that (s arrived at
without tninkiny s a mere mental fancy, found2d on
nothingness, To Think 1s the minds work. To think
effectively it musSt driscuSswith rtself. 1t mdéi C omp=

the facts newly ecquired,with the ideas already, . ar-
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ranged in its Storehouse of garnered thougnt, and as-
sign the new commer to Its appropriale shelf. Nor s
throw it aside in any out of the way place; but ajter
del iberation; after compareing it with this and that
fact in store with which It IS rightfully associated,
find its value,as of a coin by tre amount of trug2 met
al it contains, find its w2ight by Its turning of the
scales of conclusion#.and then, and not unt#l_ then It

may be registered for reaedy refsrence. This IS think-

ing. The mind retir2s into its storehrousz withnewly
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gathered treasures, compar2s them with the stock on
hand, clasifies, w2iyns, and registars,

Each one of our Societies is a clearing hrouse,

or a piace of exchange, In which 2ach e of us opens
up nIs or her store of garnered throught for compar-
ISion,determination of value on the soci2ties Ballance
of reason, and for exchdnge with his erZows.9Z;d us
the treasures are exchanyged they must be weighed answ

and the value reconsidered in councirl; and here comes

tre tuy oj the waring elements of thought. In each of




this quarter;,the clash of mind witn mind, fact a?d%@@f’

fact, thought upon thought, proceeds steadily- modi- 9
fying- correcting- broadening and deepening the

thinking power of 2ach. Bepilicr

- ,
At the Rounrd ZUbZe.éggz§,throws into the Ballance
nis conclusions on Banking- which are corr2cted Dy
- /dum"‘w = :
Ellgott. AMubon)qndortakos to aedjust the tzmg agccounts

to which Bellatti, int2rposes le2gal objections. The

7
efject of futurs legislation is determined by Mc'lDon-

ald--unless Yates obdtaiins the fi 7 :
= 268 LAaioo 2 e fioor., And finally
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the Bullance sheats arg criticised by Brown.
T ——

In the Club the current of thouynt 1§ d22p and
7 / é . - 2 . 2 - - - -
old. Storrs brings in a fossil from the Silurian
e 35

- binty

peried. Tyrper a greaein from the Lake Dwellers of

g
Switzerd and. Brincg the skull! of aen anti- diluvian.
/’WMJ'D}J& Cotlose /:MW J-&&-C
Sturdiuant a text from Genesis. ({rampion a right

angle rectangle from the Chaldeans. daerter a brick
From the pavements of Troy. Wglcol an Obel i sk from: .
from the nile. and Moriomr,witn a littie laugh, Snaps

| =
out the "“soberness of thoughttrwith the Caligraph.

% i
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And now one masber in a more ygloomy mood than
the rest are want to be, haviny w2ighed In her own pri
_!
g
vate ballance of rz2ason the mis2ry of this world ayRl

ayainst the good, brings to tr2 Sorosis her éonclusiona
and casts them in the ballance weighted down with tae
evils of intempzrance, the sorrows of the erring, t22
wailinygs of the bereilved, the anguish of disappeint2d

hopzs und the piteous moan 0f the homeless, Thus laden

ed this end of the b2am Sinks low.But in this pr2saace

3

It cannot 8o remain; for at once%hiss Dunmer tnrows in
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to tne oposite tray a beam of sunShine;Mrs Kirby a
e el
Nidat ey

wel! worked scrap of may morning; Miss Walcor a war-

ble of a bird; Mrs Caprigl thre smile of an infant;

-
Mrs Milligan a joy plucked from nature; Mrs Drury

the love of a mother; and just as the bzam IS b2gin-
’

ing to waver Mrs Kéllog‘ﬁﬁz:i in a joke from tae

last election’which ;s tmme2diately followad by a réng=
ing laugh from Mrs.Tanner. The Ballance turns with
a Jjirk, and tae gloomy conclusions ar2 broken,displace

ed and dispelled by the weight of the joys s2t over
o e —__———__-._ﬂ—-‘bj LY




In the union the war IS guwick and agre2ssive. for
sSo sSoon aS‘Z bring a conclusion and throw it on
the one tray of the great ballance oj rzason; e e

Dr.Jones, ever ofi the alert,drops a thought on the
other, Barnes the youpger a page Or two of Blackstonre.
Dr.Morsy, a text from Paul. Dr.Easter throws in with
a desperit thud,a keenly ground hatchet Jrom the
stone age. Ur. Milligadudrops in hulf an Encyclope-

dia. Barnes the elder,with the ulmnosSt asSSureduce of
: g

LR RS S

Its ecrushing weight,casts in a dishonest Republict
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And now as I see my conmclusion becoming light in the

tray ewag th=2 Ballance begin to toter, oms i trying tO0

support it with w2ighty reasor; and hopeiny that QL

FHawes will come to my eid with somethiny hewvier than

A ——t - ;

: s . T :

the Campagr of St.Jorn, Professor Bullerd sudenrly

throws in ayuinst me a npew guestion, and the Ballance

reversss at ornce.--my conclusSion that szemed sSo weighe |
ty in my private thinking, ris2s in nothingness,out-
weighad, and overturned by the mass of uidence plaeced

on the othrer side of the Ballance of reason.
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But seriousSly it &8 here in our socizties trat
we set*up tne ballanc2 in which euch member weighs
the product of nts thinking, and compares il with that
of nispand;eacr takes nome the Jindings of #== com-
‘mon ballance of r=ason jor the readjustment Of tre
weights and measurements of his er—fg=r private store
of thought. New lecaven is edd2d to the loaf, it fs
neaded anew and set rise2 again. In this way thought

{8 added to thoughtyand fact after fact Is Scahéaaa”d

settles into its appropriate nook in tr2 mind. 4
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To wha* purpos2 s all this thinking S thils éaraful
adjustment, and reaedjustment Of the Ballance of reason,
7 answer, that the world of thought may be enriched,
while each individual is made a broader and a batter
man,. Thut each one may S22 and eppreciate mors and
morsa qf'rhe varied subjeects of thouyght that com2 b2F
jore us. The individuel ,whatever be his calling
should not b2 content with his School or Coligge =
training, no matter how thorough it may have been, for

the mature adjusStmant Of his mOFre—wmoisre ballance of

ERTAREATEN
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reasonlt becomes tre duty oOf Qach| to gather Iinto RISy
: ool evor §ocecdies ;oo Fho Zo e

mind the widest rernge of intelgence posible.v The

A a2 0]

Minister of the gospel! oy (hrist 'shouid not b2 con-
tent with a knowledye of tre Bible and biblical 1it-
erature. Let him confine his visible labors to tee
pulpit.ij he will, but the whole range o] science, of
pniiosopny, every avenug oj intelegent actiuify should

be his field o{ thought. It reguires tris to produce

that broud eLpance efF=mentalt—power necessary to the

best,most brilieant, and effective handl ing of tie St/ll-.
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Jject Qf religeon; a subject fraught with the most Stu-
prerduous results , for good or eviito the human faii-
iy, Too close a confinement to the one subject iIn
thought, renders the man narrow in mind, over confident,
biuased, saps his sterngth, s liuble za.run him into
error, and endang2rs thos82 that depend on his toacih-
Inys.

The Lawyer should know his forms of Iaw, skould
know well the principles of law, and have a Jair knowl

gige oy the Statutes aend the decisions of Courts; but
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these alone will not constitute him a pow2rful lawyern

These are the tools with which he works; he must have

the muscle with which to render these tools gfjective,

and this Jfigurative musculur étength he attains‘by i 7w
creasimg the breaedth of nhis inteligence, by exteﬁdiny ‘
his knowl2dge of philosophy, of art,of sciencé,and

the doinys and findings of the world at large. In

his visz"ble labor he may confine himself tob t;ze Bar

iy he will, but his fé#eld of trougnt should spread te ?é

«
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- the four corners of tne 2arth iy h2 would secome

great and powerful,
I do not wmean by tris that we should be mere

gatherers of the jacts of tre world, the bare facts of

the arts, of philosophy, of reliyion, and of science; %

ovut thét thoughtfu‘ Search through the intel igence of
the world, that mental graepple with thre great Surgrng
S2u of thought which brings the mind face to face

witr the great prodlens oy h&man existenqe;that mén—

tal experiznce of human wants, human Strivings and

£ R
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intel igence,which tunes tne mind to tne play of fact

upon jfact, thougnht upon thought. und brings forth ItS
powanr.
In this general Sstrugglie wilhn the elements Of

its varyiny chanelsand the weighing OfF the

lporlote

findings on the,great Baellance of reason, It is not

thouynt In

obligatory Or n2cessury that every mun Should becom2

un original investigator In al! oy the lines @/ stud-
y whicn he may tek2 up. The mach. nic may S2A nRSW

truths in mechanicul pow2rs and combinations; th2
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electrition unfold n2w facts in RIS particular jield,

the histologist may Seek n2w paths througn tne maze
o/ cell jorwms;or tre biologist muy hew nis way back
down tne rugyed aennals of time to ine eurly beyinings
o Zif? on our planet; and all may unfold to the
worid their findings in their special Jfi=zlds, so trat
their neighbors may,with littiz exp2nse of tiv2, et
snatcn up th2 findings of 2ach, becowe master of tne

thoughnt to whicn they give rise,and aeppropriute trem

to nis use. It matters little wrat the hund may b2 do~

o




ing Iy the mind s fregd and active, 18 ualways 2ngag2d,
and kept in harmony with nature and nrnatur2s God. .

WAW

Somz f2w there eme who have been able S0 to wetd
7/ y y ’
;(yﬂu«uﬂ‘m vwokdol Jf viiteligen ee avreiss &% pwres

weligh trelir thought in tre Ballance of reason that
they Stand out on the horizon of time like mountains
that rise from the plain, about whose lofty brows tne
Storms oy tnre worlgpheve pourz2d thelr thunders and
turbulunt torrz2nts,and tie strife of the waring 21
ments of thougnt have swept down rici treaesSur2s of

r2uBon, urd strewfn them all alony down the levels of
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Burman inteigence, where they seen forever lodyed, yet
Jorzver float on down the Str2um Of the gen2rations

that are to come,ernriciiny huwran wisdom for all time.

2

07 such was pPlato, Newton, Humbolt, and of suci was our

wr Lincoln.
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