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Smm Marsden's Race For Life.

I rave a very distinct memory of this story as teld
me whe: a boy dy an old gentileman who was e direct descendan? jy
of tre subdject of it dut {I rave no menory of having s=enany
pudlication of it. The time seens to have Heen a few years
before tre Revolutionary war.

In the latter part or the summer Sam's older brother
and o friend, who wers trappere, organtzed an expedibton for thet
winters werk pitting out at Kaskaskfa a trading pest he low
St.Louts, and intended pushing td thre headwatars of the Illinol.
river, They must make the trip &n row bouts or largs canoes
in order to carry twe necessury trapping oulfit and provigion.
fm" the winter ad’ this meant a long tedious journey. They
took with them three men and the Boy who §s the hero of this
story. Sam was now tn hi¢ ninteenth year. Hunting and trap)
ing was to be rfs futrue omp loymgnt and this was his pirsi
ectended trip €n trat work although he was already acquainted
with many méles of tre Misséssippf valley. Sam was rather
sléght of build bu musculer and wiry o/ frame and had alrecdy

distingué shed himsely botr among his comsades and the Indian

tribes by wrich hfs youth had been surrounded by his fleeines
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¥ foot and his endurance. This was his specfal pride though

he had had suffcient trddl in dengerous places to srow him to
be bothr brave and very discreet for his age.

/| Thre party of six pushed up the Mississtppfé into the
the Illinois river and fn due time selected the sceane ef their
u:nters work} wirich fs deseribed as at the point wh-re the river
makes a great bdend to the east above Psorfe Lake, Here find-
fng sych signs of the fur anifmals as pleased them the party
butlt a log hut for treir winter lodgfng ani prepated for
thefr work, They had brought many trings with them Jor barter
witr the Indians and were e@specfally careful! to please them
those at or near Peoria Lake, They found these Indians o
friendly towar. mhem and te cement thés they offered) and patd,
them a price for thre priviledge of runting and trappfng en thre
nogtrern border of what they claimed as their hunting grounds
7he ¢ndians promi®ing €n return that they should not de mo-
lested, and trat they should hrave suckh aid as they might need
during the winter. Fa!l weather held very lo tﬁ&nd they were
8¢ Successful that Whev fourd! it necessary to duild furtrer
shelter for their pelts;and ftnally decidel that as or’ze or the
pariners was In very (!l health he with one of the men 'skould

re‘urn to the pest wiitr what they could carry in their boatls

and come back as early as posstdle in the spring, This left



the two brotrers and two of treir comrades.

Among the duildings ceeret erected was the secret cave
or Cafrn which was nat! umcemmon ameng the trappers ef the time,
This was a cellar which In this instance was dug inte the side
of a steep dushy bluff under the teop of a fallen tree some hralf
méle from the cabin, The dirt removed was carefully banked
and covered with leaves and brush wood 8o as to destrey al!l
signs oy disturdance, ThEs was used as a store for all extra
cloth ing’ guns, amruni tion, food Stores and the most valuahle
relts, ad’' was fntended to serve them Jfor supplies In case the
exdin should be raided by Indians.

The winter massed pleasantly an! very successfully .
Young Sam had by chroice attended. to the most distant trap s
end supplied the larder wit'h venisen, the others taking the work

Uecehlevesan

nat required less numbé-ness of foot. Vhen sping came the
trapping ceased;arzd new they had a numder of waeks of enforced
fdleness hefore—trem defore threy could expect itheir cemrades
with the dboats in whicr they would ship thefr pelts to the
trading post. The Indians en the river bdelew them had bemn
friendly and they felt no fear of threir cabin being disturbed.
They thergfore decided to make several! meme excursions up the
larger 8treams enterirg the river in the nefgrborhrood prospec-ik

ing fo® the enlargement of treifr operation anotrer year.

SotIorr ! ad xe



Several of these excursions rad been made and now the menth
of May had come wit'x fts warm sunshine. The river ahd heen
Jree of ice fo- several weeks and their friends might de ex-
pected fn ten or riftcen days more. They decéded to make one
more excursrion occup®ing some ten days up a small river coming
into the Illinois some distance alove. They took such things
as they needed in their simpie mede oy lire and paddled up the
réver in their dugout e@:noes te the mouth of the stream they
were to expelrelthris cgﬁzs to nave bHeen the vermillion river)
Tvere t:.ey 8ecreted the canoes and proceeded on foot exa\mizzg
Jor signs ef the fur animals. 7he: had made one days journey
upthis stream and adout sur up next morning were eating Hreak-
fast when without the least warning they were pfired upon. IThrree

ol 7= po. rly

~Afell dead, Sam only escaping., He sprang to his feet helding his
hands hfgh adove his head. Immediately a young Indian was
@t rfs side warding off the others and claiming the prisioner,
Sam saw to Ais dismay that these Indians did no# beleng to the
trides of the Illineis river,and as they gathrered adout him
re looked in vain for a face that he knew. In any-marauding
rarty ef the tribes ef tre region he would expect te find

friends but none were here, put as the men gathered about to the
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number of fifty er more he Sound trhey were Irequoig from the
Wabash out on aarauding exprdition. The pesition of the
boy was fearful in the extreeme dut his tacti s were at onee
determined upon. He knew the Indian languages as wel! as hris
own, but ris lips were te »e closed t~ their tongue come what
might. \ He would seerm unused to Indian cé‘étw:{s. Almeost imme-
%
diately re was plied wil% questions He answered in Engiish as
&f he railed to cemprer=nd, and in English he plead in vain to
de ider go.dx Immediately the qugst:’on of his disposa? came up
and as he couldn't understand a word(a, parently) he easi ly
learned their plans. The older men were Jor dispatering {:mn
at once but the young Indfen whoe had claimed him as his /;;:;;
8P opposed iris, Finally it seemed to have bdeen determined
that this\?;:;n Lb.:;:&w have some say In the matter and the Gues«
tion was asked as what he would do witr his prisiomer. Fer
S mheard words trhrat sent Ais b lod tingling with fresh Izape,
Sfor Yyoung Indian said re would take him out en the prairie
give him a chance to run for his life and chase rim dewm wi th
his spear. This was at first objected to strongly bdoth as
boys play ani: en tve ground that there might de eother wri te

men near.

Finally 8a@m was questioned by 8igns, whicr he fairly

SR Sl S



W ) % "/: o 3 / Ve edae d P | yor-dexd e VU ] AN e 4 £ et L('Z“/‘L'L
) { 2 ba C2 AL r 2 . 2 < 2T5°% r
, V) /J 4 ' o & o 1
; % Ml A OtA R E & P o
CALL 111204 FO VU FQec .;/,(/,(o Ceeeed Lot r,.’ b & )
7] 7 77, = AE SRS
"‘""""7/’// Cind 4 cd at A #ceold s iAo BteerecerA

53

understood, as to wrat he had been doing anl: how many were in
his party; to which re replied by signs that there were only
Jour, and that they were trappers., amd! that their hut was two
suns down the riger. Where tre Indian trides were adee loca-
ter was also ecplained by signs but not very correctly fer Sam
was shrewd enoughr to wish them te fall in with the Illinoirs
trides If re should dbe e:rries with them, for~ in that case It
would bHe war to the knife in waich tkis‘ﬁgggg'marauding'party
of Irigquois would have no srow and he would have at least a
chance of rescue.y Aiout emz trird of the Indians hrad fire
arms, the othrers were armed in pure Indian fashion with bows and
Spears. Vhen the old ]hdian,wwo seemed to bde a kind 6; a med-
{cine man)kad learned all he could byﬂt?gn{’language he ceemed
satisfied tha:t they had all the party and were sarfe pfrom attack
the discussion of the chase on the prafrie was renewed and even
elanored for by thg youig men. 70 Sam this was the hHest thring
he could hnepe fer. He had the greatest conpidence that If he
were given a falr start re could outrun any oy the Indians, amd!
be adle to save rimself. For running was his fort and his

AAR
speed and endurdnce 3&3 hts pride. He had seanned the young

Indian who had made this proposition as closely as he could

without appearing interested. The proposition of itself showt



showed the mi:n to bde proud of his own speed. He seemed to de
twuué/ levo o} /uuoqf/vu,
tweptIwe or—three years old of medium holght dut strogly bullt

though not hcauy’ amd! loeked like he might b»e a dangerous rival
in a race. But Sem dashed this theught away a8 soon as It
came for he had fatrly bdeatem every man bdoth white and red wiith
whom he had come fn centact, and In this ohe scke/éue he sow his
one chance for life The discussion becomae warm over the mat-
ter The: older/'\did not want to sp#'end te time IiIn mere sport,

But the young Indian, thoughr 1§, no sense a chief,in the par-
ty, seened to have much Influence and was seconded Dy the youmy
fellows who wanted to rave a hand fn the chase.

Jd g
Flaandly this plan seemead determined,and Sum was stripped
of his clothing nris hands tied berind nim ancIAlndians started
Sor tre prafrie with Sam In chrarge of the medicine man and two
o thers
This medicime man seemed now to take an Interest! fn his
prisioner. He produced a pair of moccassSins and put them on
y 7

his feet and afdeér going en for a mile he cut the mnpg that
bound his hands ,muttering as he did so that I{f the young fellow
must Rave a chrase he might as well chase a well! man as a lame

one This marchr continued pfor, wrat seemed to Sam, an intermin

ab¥ distance,and finally when a ral® was all/ed, they were, as

well as Sam could judge, fully five miles from the m‘uer, and on



a perfectly level prairie.

When the halt was c&lled there was anothr>r long pow-wow
This was carried o. at Such a distance fron Sam and Ris guard
that he was unable to understand fairly wrat it was all adoul
farther than that there was anumber wanting to jofn in the
chase and tamt—there—wxs itroubdle over ine conditions, whricn at

Inaole
one time grew 8o angry that tareats wer'u:‘to kitl the prisionzr
and end It. This threw Sam into great anxiety and several
times he was on the peint %:‘naugerat%m race himself by
a desperate efor't to break away pfrem his guards, Finally
after an hour of talk tre chief of the party gave orders for
a¢ion and the Indians fell Into two lines leaving a space Ssome
twenty feet wide betupen them. Une end of the lined wers op-
Ry /MNM/ Fever O-er

postte Sam and! his guard and, cxtz-’nded bakk feom, tre coubse the
had come. In this sapce they placed bPhree young Indians wit
cpcar's’about fifty yards away,whz‘ta to Sam's surprise the young
fellow who had claimed Aitm as his prize and rad proposed thris
chase was placed at doubdle the distance or about one rundred Y.
yards away. All tln‘s.‘ time threre rad been no effort to ex-
plain te Sam the nature of the proceadings dut new the medicine
bemn a pantemine €n whicr he instructed Sam hy—signs that the

four men with Spears were appointed to kill! rim bdut that he

should run and save himsels if he could. Sam replied by Signé®
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that he understood Mablanket was thrown about ~Is shoml

ders and It was explained th.at whren this was removed he could
go unhrarmed amd! that he should run straight to the river and
further that {f he could realh the river ax! jump into the
water he would he safe and Ws should go fres.

Now Sam had deen watdbing this whole proceeding Entent!ll
without appearing to understand,amd! while he did net actually
knew he believed that several Indians haed been left at the
river to waylay him £f he shou id »y anv erance elude his per-
Suers. Therefore he had fully made up Ris mind that he shoul
not run to that peint, but would take some other course as oppo
tuni ty pr=sen te&. Now on seeing tae arrangement made he at
once determined to strike the river five miles delpw for tre
river made a great bdend here so that those at=bive 2eft at the
piverould thren have a longer runij the river uwas fozzowéd, or {
thay cut acro:s they could bde seen on the prairie. This was
nis o1y safety against amdush.

Finally-all ready-was e:l led and his guards except tre
medicine manleft him anll joined the lines on ef ther side. The
after a few minutes suspense the blanketquickly snatched from
nés shoulders, and Sam shot out at an angle instead of on the

course pointed eyt for aim to run. In these first few dound.:

ne put all the energy he was master of, for he feared Ireachenr
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o the part of some of the Indians in the shape of a whirling
tomahawk or a shet ,and it came for a shot! rang out and a dall
whistled hHetween his left arm and chest grazing the skin of
both dut inz;nofﬁfr moment he was out of harms way and glanc-

Ter tereliciced At
fng dack re saw u#in?;coqfusiom. The man who fired was being
belabored and Aris gun wrested pfrom him, dbut what was more Iimpo-
tant,the spearman In trying to cut throughr the line on the side
to which he had gone had become entangled in the orowd and de
layed giving him a full hundred yards the start. One only
had fully emerged from the crowdsone of the taree nearest in
the start. Fixing his eyéﬁzzha tall tree i1 the wood skirtiyg
the river as a mark Sam ran fn a straight line for a mile or me
mere witirout looking back. Then a glance ever hris skhulder SAWW:
ed that the young spearmaq%e had jwes seen emerging from tae
erowd wa§ }uIiy'a qéafter mile]b;hindhwfth akother‘whiéhwke

o el

took to dbe hris captor mot jar berind him while the rest were S8c

scattered In a long line In the reanr. It was now his captor
that most fnterested #im and he looked again. This spearman
S iseiipent

struck hifm as running with great ease in long nup!d.strides
carrying his spear (n nris left hand. He had evid-ntly settiel
down}&or a 2ong run amd! had In the start taken advantage of a
lefsurely pace. This was not comforting for poer Sam who rad

been forced to his highest speed in thre start and he fully
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realized that re was running tovfast, yet his eagerness would
net allow ef much clag)élm‘ng of Ais pace. 6n re went over

the leve! prairie with the spe-a;) fe;ar‘ed deer keeping his per
fectly straight line. He did not venture to look dack again
until! he had covered hraly the distance. Ten he saw a long
line o7 Imdians far in the rear Hutl _’?"'3 captor was 8till very
nearly maintaining nris distance (9};; ‘quarter o7 a milgt\‘m
neew raving far outstripped all ris comrades. He was stil?!

running with thut long easy stride which he had noticed at

Jérst, This was far rrom 8atisfactory to poor Sam. Woulid he
be sufe &f he reacaed the river- Nothis Indian weuld pay. no

heed ¢ to any promfse of quarter, neither did Sam know thual IRIS
promise of tre medicine man was anything mors than encouragemeid
to Rim to run,a thing that the others knew notring a’out, No
288 only safety was to leave the Indiarn indefinitely iIn the

rear. And now for the first time Sam began to doubt his abil

fty to do thrs. Fear was again added to his strain. For a
short time Als puace was quickened and to h¥& horror hisAbegan

bleeding furiously covering 2¥s chrest and arms wi th blood.

In thic dilema his self command returned to him and he slacken
ed his pace and ran with more ease, but the bdéeeding continued
On re went without wavering jFrow hic staight line. Another

glance hackward should him that the spearman was clowl; dbut

Pereceptar .
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prerceptably diminishing the distance bdetween them, and the con-
viction forced itself upon\kiig&z‘haz‘ re would be caught still
he never wavered fro.. his pace er his strafght line Finally
he was approaciing the foot hills thot lead down to the river (
bettom and re 8caned threse closely for amwy 8igns of Indians
and agatin glanced back at his persuer, He had closed up half
the distance betlween them, What should he do. He could gain
the river dut wrat would that avail him with the speavman al
his hels,z”:’t)z a moment.ry compresdsion of lips and a tension of
muscles dendting determination re muittered to himself +J must
Jight that /ndian* and on he sped over the prairie. But
while ris legs carried him witr the same speed as befar*e his
mind was n;;w dbusy wit» meuns of combdat. He would only be ¢
caught at tre last moment, but he would Rot allow whe Indian

to ovetake him and sirike Aim in the buck, he would face his
foe. Bu# howr and on and on he went. He wcs nolgin the foot
h¥lls that lead to the river bdottom and his course brought him
out on a long ridge on eithrer side of wiich were hollows which
deepened into sharpdeclevities. The Indian was now so close
trat he could hear his footsteps and a quick glance skowed
Rim that his steps had decome as laearored as his own and that

he was mak:’rz/ a desperate effort to overtake him. Another look

convinced him that his persuer was as much exhausted as himsel;
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ard for a moment he thought of makfrng the effort to fnerese
28 own pasw and leave ~him  But this exhaustion of 2is enemy

was even more favorable to him in a hand to hand fight provide
ke could in some way surprise him and elude his Spear'.k Suddeny
a ggz {n presented itself amd acting at onee he turned s#ightly
from his course am rar carefully down the side of thae #m’dge
so as to strike the hollow at a point where it was particularl;
abrupt He went more slowly than before and without looking
back he easily determined that tre Indifans foot steps were
rapidly closing the distance Hretween them-indeed that his per-
surer sefrng him waver from his course and run 8lower was
making @ desperate effort to overtake himand ond it. Still he
kept his slow careful pace, struck the sharp Aol low and rose

on the opposite side just as thre Indian was running down the
sharpest portion of the declevily, and wi thin thirty fe:i of him
/ﬁithout having looked back or giving aeny possible warning he

Shreies
turned suddenly and touard his enemy. The Indian was

[;:-/'4'4-
Acmpletely t—aker off nis guard., He made a desperate efort to

creck nrimself and dring his spear in position for BSE, but
the hil! side wwas too stec-p he lost als footing and fell reav
ily forward and! broke thre shaft of his speée@r in tre centeref

its lengthPefore he could rise Sam was upon himand seizing i/

broken spear thrust it througn RIS pody and Immediately fled

towerd the river. He reacned the riverat rigat angles wi tn
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its course plunged in and swam across. He attemptedt! H assend
tke  steep bankdut fell dack, he. tried ¢i$gt’n and again fell hack,
After a more leisurely and crefu l%: reached the top dut now

realized more perfecectly his great e haustion, Nevertrheless he

renewed his pace and kept his course out from the river. But

where should he geo. He stopped short at the thought. Immed'i &
ately the trhought came to 2im to hide rimself, and remendbering
a great drift of logs in tre river whicr he had seen below 2im
while cressing, and which he had examined the day before while.
going up the siream he at once retraced Als steps to the river;
going earefully now so as te leave no- trail of his return7and a
soon found a point where he could spring fram the bank into Ire
water Then nhe swam down to the drift dawn- under tt and succee
ol cofler dovne uh,/%m/a Ovreoesy 9 Ko, Lo gp St o 7o, bralii

ded in getting »ris head above waterdbut still theroughly hid-
dme from view.

While in the water swimming down to the drift he heard
shouts which told him thrat the foremost of tre Indians had
found trhe dead body of the swiftest runner,and he had not
dbeen fixed in nis positien in the drift but a few minutes
wi:en a party on his trail errived at the river. The se sprang

in swam across .amk quickly found hfs trail leaving the river

o{,-i':oy?
ard after annoeuncing twe- course he had taken to dvere wro were



F £

arriving at the river, went on in persuil, Soon the Indians

begar to arrive iIn greater numbders amd: instead on swimming,

;',/.("lc‘ (”"",’

came down to cross on the drift passing|directly over Sam's k.lo‘
head. M any of these ,stopped and sat down to rest on the

logs while some joined thre chase on the otrher 8ide ard! finglly

Do

1 9

£z seaned/‘ that all of tre new com=rs stopped on the drift.

Af ter a consideradle time hod elapsed those who had gone
across the river in persuit »e returned reporting thatl the
tra{}/ﬁad been lost in the woods, That they had gone out om t&

pruirie bgyond, the grass upon which had not been bur'xz-ed,ad

UA«/
that no trail could be found in that direction.

‘,,o(a ben

A council! wus held on tre dm’ft‘d:’rectl}y over Sam's hiding
place in whick trere samed to »e dut one opimion, and that was
tk'at Sam {'l'n:'rzble foot* as they ca lled Iz:‘m/had gone doz;'n the nre-
g;;’rand would make directly for the cabin. Therefore a sma 1l
party was ordered te run across thre prairie en the nearestline
to the Illineis river bdelow thre mouth of the stream they were

on by which, owing to the bends, they could make several mile€s

)

s sporter(fa sowee 6f trhrese Indians were acquainted wikthe
el

countryland if podsidie get aread of the fugitive and Bughim

o The rest of the party were te spread out through tre

woods skirting the sream and Sweep down as fast as possible
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80 as lo rout rim out of any hiding place in whrich he might

stop. The Idea that he had sought a hiding place imnmediately
on reacring the miver seemed not to have entered into theirm cal

culations.

Sam was surprised to learn fTrom trhrefir talk that the tre
tracks where he had kiiled the Indicn had bdeern closely exarin—
ed and hfs ruse fn surprisinghis per'suer'ff Jully made out, and #t
trat now fnstead of regarding Rim as a tenderfoot he was lookd

upon as an extraordinarily skillful enemy and the you g men

were cautioned to act with utmost care. .

-
Sam now knew that the cadin would de the next point of
attack and that it wwuld hrave no defenders, it wq:iould be

AL !
sacked and burned but,roped that the seciret cave would not

be found. \Waat should he d’oj, l;; decided to lie still where
he was until nigart fall for re feared some Indian mdght remain
in the neighborrood. But he hear! no sound that indicated

the presence of any. Still! e didn't leave »is place until

it was pully dark. Then he worked his way to the lower side
of thre @rift and swam quietly down the river foer a considerabdle
distance. Discovering nothing to ecreate suspiscion that any
of the Indians had remained derind he landed ani went out into

the woods, He {Bas still irresolute as to the course he should

pursue, He knew nothing of the river above, ei ther of this
stream or of the Illinofs river, except a general fdea from
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reports of thew,and d:'d/\(};ot any of the white men, or Indians
upzmwko%n he could rely, in that direction. He expected that
this band after sacking ais cadbin would returm eitrer by #
this strcan,or' go farther up the [ll:‘no:'s,passirzg its mouth.
Hunger was adwreddy—w—e already pressing him, so hre dect’dednahfg
waerdd follow at once to the Illinors river and find the Q:Zzts
dhey had secreted aml! odtain the food left in them. He went a
davn tae river cautiously and foynd that hre was not so mich
the worse for i2is wun and his nose bleeding as re hrad expecied,

and felt that If he had some food hre would be rimself agailn,

By daylight he had reacred the place where the beats were

i
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left, but they were gone. They rad »een found and appréaddd
by the Indigns. This was not only a great disappointment

to Sam on aceount of thre food whichr re sud 80 much mecded,dut
ne feared that a guard might have bdeen left to surprise hrim

{7 he should approach them)fo he reasoned that B the Indians
would expect that he would tcke the doats or vatl least the
food e'f he.hdd com2 thal way. Day w:s just dawning., Sam
af ter watchring carefully a few moments slipped noislessly ilno
the water amd' floated quietly with the currsnt fov a time

and then swam to the farther side of the Illinéés river wihout
seeing or hearing anything to arouse his suspicions, He
tanded in a 1ittle drift on #re river side and succeeded In

reacaing the swore witaout (eaving a visibdle trail. Here ne
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secreted himself himeeds where he could scan the river adove
and adout the mouth of tre Stream he had left and walted un-
til the sun was well up fearing that he might hrave passed some
Who troulet o /-7(7/“0 atte lecon frrm fornath,
party berind. Here nhe fell asleep and when he awaoke it was
past mid-day. He was wretchedly hungry and tired. Butl re
started on down the rfiver on the trafl of ris persuers- Sam
was now on ground that he knew perfectly for he was witnin the
range of his wi nters trpping and hunting excursions. He did
net wish to approach thre cabin that day. In deed he had no
expectation of finding more than the embers f/of thea cab:‘n,and
ne doubted if the Indians would go rucn farther doun the nriver
on account ©f the naarness to. their epemies of the Imdian
vfillage at Peoria Lake. . After @dacking and rurning the cadin
they would prodably return u p the river, and this might be
expected that afterneon or next morning. merpfore:;,ingered
stealthily about the réver on the watch for his P es, and gath-
ering and eating certain roots, the only food obtainable al
this season of the year, und very poor food it was.

Proceeding in this way ke had enig covered onl: abouti
aalf the distance at nignt fall, He had no longer anry expec
tationof meeting the Indians retuning bHefore morning. He wa
too impatient to remain long walting, 80 continued his march In

o anmer
t@same stealt/'zgw me—ner fearing now that he might come upon
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et
paries of thre Indians bivouacked for the nighlt. It came on ¢

to rain but thie was rathrer welcome than otherwfse because his
feet made less noise in the wet than in the dry leaves. Hewa
went on to withrin a haelf a mile of the cabin, and waited for
daylight and then crept stealthily near emought to discover
that o little smoke was 8til! ascending from t:e spot. He
walted until it was ligrter an! satisfied hrimself thal the
Indians were net in the immediate wvietnity neigrborrood.

He then by a circuitous rout found his way to the secr2t cel/ar
and to his joy found ¢t unmolested, He entered, selected the
rest of the two rifles, saw that it was in gooad order,{’ifoaded it

and selected amunit tt‘on) and! then made a bdeeakf.st of smoked

venison,

"A
other derinite purpose than that to be in the fresh alr where

tok ris rifle und ammunition and went out withoul

he could better see and hear waat was going oen In the neigh-
borirood. He expected the Indians were near, or would be auring
the day. He wandered along the top of @f the ridge for some
distance ang finding a dry spet abdout tre root of a largé tree
in which he wuld de well secluded re sat down to awasl? devel-
opments,

& this positiion he fell asleep from which he was awakened
by a call not far cway. The call was soon repeated and terart
through thae q:::sh woed he saw an Indian in the hollew bdelow WAC

was trying to attract the atteontien of some one farhter up the
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2ollow. Tkere was a grassy open 8trip along this little ravia
ard! a party of stx Indéans wers sern Sosm coming dowm. As 8
the/ approached the one thr-one wWro had callad e told them
that the wrole body were assemdling on the other side ef tre
river far an {mmedfate start, and It was evident from some of &
the talk Sam could not fullly hear that the Indians had bdecome
alarmed and a hasty retreat had bdeen ordered, This could bHe
nethingy else than discovery dy the Indians en the river below.

The party went hast#ly dewn thre ravine toward the river and
Sam starting up from his riding place found the sun was nearly
down in the west. He had slept all day. He felt fresh and
what was more he felt that re was now the huntzr instead of
being hzmted, Jor the Indians en the river delow were Ais
friends and it must be é{( them that the marauders were alarmed,
3 e would join them fn an attack.

(;4.ct~:"n_r/ .‘on this he dogg ed the Indians to tre river /,m.g’

wat ched the/oﬂr'ty cr'o;‘; witiz, another that came from a different

gquanrter, He soon saw that thera was to be no delay in tre

retreat, and further that the Indians had coaveyed the pelts

k

G A

fron the ca b_z'}zé’ve:“ the river and were hastily "ty:'rzvg‘r'" them Into
suitadle packages fop carrying. Finally as many a8 could b
mana ged u;a.s placed in the two canoes trey rad cap tured and a
man to padd’e each started up the river, Before it was

!
dark all of the Indians were on the move up the rivery Afic
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esat:';s'fying himself that all were gone-Sar walted expec ting

the: attacking party. He wailted until? late at night dut none €=
came. He siept dut little and was awake befors the dawn and
started cautiously down to the river 1o reconoi ter dbut almosi
irmediately saw the bent body of an Inilfan betwee:. him and itre
re;ffected sky-1ight from the water, and soon made out several
o_;“ them- Watching them closely and fol lowing up their mové-
mer: ts'he .bec#ame setisfied tat they were a scouting party

of et friends trying to ltecate threir enemy. Stealtrhily ap=-
preaching very near them #n Indian fa hion he suddenly rose
up speaking €n a low tone as he did seo. He was recognized al
onee and quickly teld 2is stery and of the sudden retreat Of
the Indiuns the hight before. He then learned that a auniting
parij of the Peoric In dians had discoverd! the presence Of
the Iriguois the day the anbin w:s durned and gave the alarm al
at their viillage the same night. The next morning three
rundred warriors were on thelir way to attack them and thatl
last night their sc;:z);ts had reported the enemy as geing into
camp(if such f# could brelal jed) on the opposite bank of the
river from where they wers standing amd that they were then
trying to so locate trem that they might surrounded and sur-
prise threm. The s;f;“force of the Indians were tren a
nile or so below on the othrer side of tre river weiting their

Shio -
r’epor't.ub:;c& was quickly sent,and the persuit organt; 60 Ui 55
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Saem conducting a squad of thre advance scouts. Two days af-

terwards the party of the Iriquois were surprised not far

Jrom wrere Sam*s comrades had bdeen ki lledabou? haly of them

-d/(l.'t"/\-
fetiled and the pelts together' with alout half of trhe guns of

<+ Cet ‘»/4‘ M <A
the mrty captw*eg ,4, /‘m 0«¢44.¢( ceceol § ;/;/ Pn e g
Al (,(4“//\ 2 (4('(’ ool bloas e r,

When theee pelts were retur. zed t0 the Ind:an,/ T Y

and the story of Sam®s capture a.d race for liye und of ris
coolness, judgement, ard’ heroism in the ,vr'esan't and final fight
the Olad Chief wishred to adopt hRim as ome of his hraves, but as
Sam said he md friends down thre river to whem he must re

S
turn the chief said Zm should take one hralf tre pelts and his

braves the otrer kalf,and that a sufficient number of trem
S:ould go with 2im to the trading post to help Sam witr his
skare and dispose of their own, This pleased Sam and (mme-

diiately preparations hegan Jor 2is departure.
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