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THE CHARLESTON CONFERENCE 2002 LIVELY LUNCH 
Collection Development Issues in Health Sciences Libraries: 

A Few Bites (Bytes) into E Book, E Journal, and Database Trends 

E-BOOKS/ WEB-BASED MEDICAL TEXTBOOKS* 
Background:
A study done late Summer 2002 focused on core biomedical titles currently accessible via the 

Web, their availability and perceived value for academic health sciences libraries. 
Approaches used: 

1) Web sites were searched and some contacts made with publishers, vendors, and 
aggregators to identify titles from the 2001 edition of the Brandon /Hill selected list of print 
books and journals for the small medical library available via the Web (currently available 
or listed as available by the end of 2002). 

2) A search of academic health sciences libraries' Web sites was conducted to identify on 

average what e-book resources libraries are licensing for their users. 
3) Responses to a brief electronic survey targeting academic health sciences libraries 

collection development staff were analyzed to ascertain opinions and concerns regarding 
Web-based textbooks. 

Findings: 
More than 99% of academic health sciences libraries are investing in Web-based 
textbooks. (120 academic health sciences libraries' web sites were examined). 

Vendors /Resources 
MD Consult 86% 

73% Harrison's Online 
StatRef 58% 

Books@Ovid 30% 

19% percent of B/H titles are available via the Web. 
120 of the total 630 book titles 
List of titles is included in this handout. 

.8 popular vendors/providers supply most of the health sciences e-book content. 
Vendors/providers: 7 commercial, 1 government 
List of vendors/ providers is included in this handout. 

.Trends/ concerns: cost, need to continue getting print books, user demands.. 
60 librarians' survey response analysis- sampling 
Too expensive (82.8%); complicated licensing (67.2%) 
Library should continue getting print (78.9%); want more 
titles, subjects, access, printing capabilities, etc. (70.2%) 
Libraries will have to continue getting the print versions 
of many titles (87.9%):; users will demand more PDA 
compatible resources (65.5%) 
Not as readily acceptable as journal articles; users don't 
want to print out large quantities of paper for short time 
use; long-term forecast tricky...not technology but 
economics; we may be in a transition phase; vendors 
are unresponsive to our ideas / requests / demands 

regarding contracts, pricing accessibility; copyright 
issues; no user interest in E-Books (at my institution). 

Current status: 
User expectations: 

Future trends/concerns: 

Comments about E-Books 

NOTE: Derived from study results presented in a poster session at the Midwest Chapter/Medical Library 
Association meeting, September 29, 2002 ntited: HEALTH SCIENCES E-BOOKS: ARE WE THERE YET? 
Co-authors: Ramune Kubilius, Collection Development / Special Projects Librarian 
(-kubilius@northwestem.edu) and Linda Walton, Associate Director (iwalton@northwestem.edu) 

Galter Health Sciences Library, The Feinberg School of Medicine, Northwesterm University, Chicago, IL 



HEALTH SCIENCES E-BOOKS AVAILABLE VIA THE WwW 

Vendors/ providers studied: 

Lippincott Williams & Wilkins 

-Medicine 
http://www.lwwmedicine.com/ 
Oncology 
LwWoncology.com 

McGraw-Hill 
-AccessMedicine 

http://www.accessmedicine.com 
AccessLange 
http://accesslange.accessmedicine.com/ 

MD Consu 

-Core Collection 

-Cardiology 
-Respiratory & Critical Care Medicine 
-Pain Medicine 
-Infectious Disease 

http://home.mdconsult.com/

National Library of Medicine 
Bookshelf 

http://www.ncbi.nim.nih.govlentreziquery.fcgi?db=Books 
(Note: Resources are accessible for free.) 

Ovid Technologies 

Books@Ovid 
http://www.ovid.com/products/bookslindex.cfm 

Teton Data Systems 
STAT!Ref 
http://www.statref.com/ 

WebMD 
Scientific American Medicine (SAM) Online 

http://www.samed.com/ 

Wiley InterScience 
Wiley InterScience Reference Works: Chemistry, Life & Medical Sciences 

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/reference.htmi#chemistry 
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