
Mary Harris Thompson, MD 
(1829-1895)

MD Chicago Medical 
College, 1870 & MD New 
England Female Medical 

College, 1863 

Founder,  Hospital for 
Women and Children 

Founder, Woman’s Hospital 
Medical College

Marie Josepha Mergler, MD 
(1851-1901)

MD Woman’s Medical  
College, 1879

Professor of Gynecology, 1890

Dean, 1899-1901

Dr. Mergler’s Surgery, 1898

Emma Reynolds, MD 
(1862-1917)

MD Northwestern 
University Woman’s 

Medical School, 1895

First female
African American
MD graduate of 
Northwestern 

University

*Courtesy degree; awarded MD, 1863 New England Female Medical College, Boston

Notable Women of the Woman’s Medical School
Ron Sims, MA, Special Collections Librarian

Galter Health Sciences Library

Anna Ross Lapham, MD, FACS 
(1869-1953)

MD Cum laude Northwestern 
University Woman’s Medical 

School, 1898

Attending obstetrician, Chicago 
Lying-In Hospital, 1900-1929

Professor of Obstetrics and Dean 
of Women at Northwestern 
University Medical School,

1919-1946

Professor emeritus, 1946

Vida Annette Latham, DDS, MD
(1866-1958)

MD Northwestern University 
Woman’s Medical School, 1895

Assistant Professor of Pathology 
and Director, Microscopical

Laboratory, 1895-1897

Secretary of the medical staff, 
pathologist and dental surgeon 
at the Mary Thompson Hospital

Pioneer woman researcher in 
dentistry and medicine

Zonta Club Medical Woman of 
the Year, 1958

Sarah Hackett Stevenson, MD
(1845-1909)

MD Woman’s Hospital Medical College, 1874

First woman delegate to AMA, 1876

Eliza Hannah Root, MD 
(1846-1929)

MD Woman's Medical College, 1882

Professor of State Medicine and Medical 
Jurisprudence and Obstetrics, 1883-1901

Dean , 1901-1902


